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MS 150ÑSpring Is in the Air!
By Melissa Miller

Spring is in the air, and my thoughts turn to bicycling. The feel of wind in
my face and the satisfaction of making it up one more hill. Along with that
thought always come thoughts of the Multiple Sclerosis 150 Tour de Shore
bike ride, June 9-10, at Salisbury University, in Salisbury, Maryland.

The First Church Circuit Riders are once again riding
in honor of those 5,000 Maryland residents living with
Multiple Sclerosis, or MS. Last year, the Circuit Riders
set the precedent of fielding both a bicycling team and a
volunteer team. The First Church Volunteers, led by
Deb Hampton, manned a rest stop on both Saturday
and Sunday. They cheered the cyclists on and were the
most spirited rest stop both days. Let me tell you, by
mile 70 you need some cheering on.

The bicycle tour is one of the Maryland Chapter of the National MS SocietyÕs
big fundraisers for the year. About 40 percent of the budget for research and
programs comes from fundraising events such as this bike tour.

Each rider must raise $300 to participate in the event. In past years, you have
been very generous in support of the team. We ask you again this year to
support your cycling team with your prayers and your contributions. A
display will be set up in the narthex where you can make a pledge. You can
also pledge on-line: go to http://main.nationalmssociety.org/ and look up
your favorite Circuit Rider. Thank you in advance for your support in this
important event.

Your Sister in Christ,
Melissa Miller.
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From the Pastor: Did the Spirit of Truth Change?
efore Jesus went to the cross He told His
disciples that the Spirit of truth Òwill guide
you into all truthÓ (John 16:13).

A prominent United Methodist official was asked by
a leader from among the laity if the Spirit of truth
ever changes. This lay person is a man of prayer who
loves the Lord and is deeply concerned about the
direction our denomination appears to be going. The
official did not answer the question.

What prompted that type of question? One thing is
the activities of the Connectional Table in the
Baltimore-Washington Conference. A new body
made up of elected conference leaders from among
our 692 churches, these persons serve on conference
committees, boards, and councils. The Table has met
twice in recent months to formulate strategic input
and guidance to help enable our Conference to meet
Bishop ScholÕs goal of 600 Acts 2 congregations by
2012. In addition, the conference is being organized
into four regionsÑWestern, Baltimore, Washington,
and Annapolis-SouthernÑto help guide and coach
pastors and churches to be better disciples and better
disciplers. So far, so good.

The point of concern is the push for certain pieces of
legislation in the name of The Baltimore-Washington
Conference to be presented at the 2008 General
Conference. (Ed: See page 8 for an abbreviated version of
the article, contained in the March 7 UMConnection.)
The Table adopted a request to petition the General
Conference to delete from Paragraph 161 of The Book
of Discipline this sentence: ÒThe United Methodist
Church does not condone the practice of
homosexuality and considers this practice
incompatible with Christian teaching.Ó

This debate is revisited every four years at the
General Conference, usually after some clergy
person Òcomes outÓÑlast time it was Rev. Irene
ÒBethÓ StroudÑor a pastor has performed a same-
sex-union ceremony and it hits the newspapers.
There are many more important items the Church of
Jesus Christ should be focusing on, but those who
practice, if not preach outright, a theology that
declares the truth has changed keep forcing the
point.

In last monthÕs Revelations, I shared the questions
and my answers for the LGBT (Lesbian Gay Bisexual
Transgender) Dialogue Team. I offered to join this in
order to bring Scripture to bear on the issue. In an
article I wrote entitled ÒIs Sexual Morality Really
Biblical?Ó (November 28, 2005, available from the
church Web site, under ÒPoints to PonderÓ), you can
read and consider the Christian teaching on the
issue.

Consider the statement in question from our
Discipline (the book of UMC doctrines and laws):
ÒThe United Methodist Church does not condone the
practice of homosexuality and considers this practice
incompatible with Christian teachingÓ. Notice whatÕs
being rejected is not the person but the practice. If
we delete the sentence, are we then saying: ÒThe
Church condones the practiceÉand considers the
practice totally compatible with Christian teachingÓ?
Or if we delete it and say nothing about it are we
adopting a ÒdonÕt ask, donÕt tellÓ theology? What is
the objective here?

The culture has become more and more accepting of
the practice, even to the point of celebrating. Since
when has the church ever improved the culture by
conforming to it? It was William WilberforceÕs
Christian faith that compelled him to stand against
the cultural norm and the profitable business of
slavery. It was the church that stood against child
labor abuses, Jim Crow laws, and the abuse of
women. When did the culture ever lead the church
to a higher level of righteousness? Notice what
churchesÑthe dying mainline denominations in
particularÑare doing in response to the pressure of
media and cultural elites. They donÕt take a stand for
holiness; they delete the offensive ÒplanksÓ from the
stand they used to take.

Read ÒIs Sexual Morality Really Biblical?Ó and
consider the questions I have asked of leading clergy
and the Bishop himself.

When did an ÒabominationÓ to God cease to be so?
We see in the gospels and Acts where unclean foods
were, because of Christ, considered clean; however,
no abominable practice was likewise changed.

B
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Since nowhere is the practice condoned in scripture,
but it is repeatedly condemned; therefore, which
scriptures are no longer authoritative? It would be a
lengthy list. So, homosexual practiceÑas well as
other practices outside of heterosexual marriageÑis
contrary to Christian teaching, unless the Spirit of
truth did change.

Stay informed about what your leaders are doing
and proclaiming in your name as a United
Methodist. Be mindful of IsaiahÕs warning to the
declining apostate Jewish nation before the
Babylonians conquered them.

ÒWoe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who put
darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter

for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe to those who are wise
in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!Ó
(Isaiah 5:20-21, NKJV)

Our United Methodist doctrinal statements say we
hold the Bible as our primary authority in faith and
life. But our practice says something different.

Your lay representative to Annual Conference is
Richard Reynnells (301-776-4154), and the Lay
Leader at First UMC is Greg Sweitzer (301-490-5383).

Stay informed. Let your voice be heard. ÑPD

For more on Acts 2 congregations and the Discipleship
Adventure, visit the conference Web site or speak with
Pastor Dennis.

Announcements

Laurel Moms Club ChildrenÕs Sale, April 14
On Saturday April 14, the Laurel Moms club is
hosting a Children's Sale in the Fellowship Hall. The
sale begins at 8 a.m. and lasts until noon. Items for
sale include clothing, toys, furniture, and items
appropriate for children through high school. For
more information, call Kelly Miller, at 301-776-4989.

Spaghetti Dinner and Talent/No-Talent Show,
April 21
Our United Methodist Youth Fellowship is hosting
its annual Spaghetti Dinner and Talent/No Talent
Show on Saturday, April 21. Dinner runs from 5 p.m.
until 6:30 p.m., followed at 6:45 p.m. by the show.
Old favorites such as ÒGravity CheckÓ and ÒWhat
Time is It?Ó will be joined by new skits and musical
performances by our youth. Dinner this year is $6.50
per adult and $3.50 for children ages 5 to 11; children
4 and under are free. This year, for the first time, you
can bring the entire family for a single charge of $20.
For more information, contact Ann Marie Miller or
one of our youth.

Walk for Life, April 28
The Laurel Pregnancy Center 2007 Walk for Life will
take place on Saturday, April 28, from 9:00 a.m. to
noon. This year the walk will start at First UMC. The
route will take us past the center through historic
Laurel. This is a great way to jump-start your spring
and summer exercise program. The Walk is
sponsored by the Laurel Pregnancy Center, and the
proceeds from the walk will enable LPC volunteers

to present alternatives to abortion and share the love
of Christ. Start getting your pledges now! Pledge
forms are available from the welcome table in the
narthex. Be sure to take a form home today. For
information, call Amanda Berard, at 301-659-0075.

ÒEvening with the MaestroÓ on May 4
First UMC will again host an evening of fine music
featuring our own Dr. Mack Statham on Friday, May
4, at 7:30 p.m. at the church.

In an ÒEvening with the Maestro,Ó Dr. Statham will
present arrangements from his Sunday morning
repertoire, which includes selections from Joseph
Martin's American Tapestry as well as his own
original compositions, on a concert grand piano.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Light refreshments will be
offered before the concert. Admission is free, but
contributions will be accepted to benefit FISH of
Laurel and the Multiple Sclerosis Society.

Dr. Statham has been an instructor at the Laurel
School of Music since 1995, and principal organist at
First United Methodist Church since 2003. An active
performer, he has appeared with symphony
orchestras and major performing artists throughout
the United States.

Patrons and sponsors are encouraged to make tax-
deductible contributions by check payable to First
United Methodist Church, with ÒEvening with the
MaestroÓ in the memo line. For more information,
call the First UMC office at 301-725-3093.
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Mother-Daughter Banquet and Ham Luncheon
Coming Up in May
Start marking your calendars, because itÕs time for
the United Methodist Women to feed you again! Yes,
thatÕs right, the Mother-Daughter Banquet and the
Ham Luncheon are coming up in May.

The Mother-Daughter Banquet will be on Friday,
May 11, from 6:00-9:30 p.m. This special annual
dinner is for all the ladies of the church, not just for
United Methodist Women members. Contact
Christie Kosatka, at 410-674-2094, if you have
questions. More information will follow later, but
please mark that calendar now.

The Ham Luncheon  is set for Thursday,  May 17,
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.
This is a First UMC tradition and open to the
community, so please bring a friend to enjoy lunch
together. Carry-outs will also be available, and
advance orders are encouraged. Cost will again be
only $6.00, and tickets will be available in advance
and at the door. Call the church office at 301-725-
3093 or Mary Hoffman at 301-725-4127 for more
information or to purchase tickets.

Also, as always, help is needed to put the Ham
Luncheon together. Whether you are in United
Methodist Women or not, if you are interested in
helping, please sign up in the narthex or call Mary
Hoffman.

Fellowship: Are you Hersheypark Happy?
The Fellowship Team is, and weÕre hoping that you
will all want to join us. We are planning a trip to
Hersheypark  on Saturday May 19. We will be
negotiating a group admission rate if we can get at
least 20 people who would like to go. There will be
more details in the coming months, so keep an eye
around the church and in upcoming issues of
Revelations. Contact Jeremy Newkirk, at 301-498-
4884, if you are interested in going or have any
questions about the trip. We will soon have a sign-up
sheet so that we can get a count and plan for
carpooling.

Turkey Trot Organizational MeetingÑVolunteers
Needed
Join us for the next Turkey Trot meeting, scheduled
for Wednesday, May 23, at 7:00 p.m. We're looking
for enthusiastic volunteers who are willing to help us

prepare for this year's event on Thanksgiving Day,
November 22. Refreshments will be served.

2007 Relay for LifeÑTake a ÒBiteÓ Out of
Cancer
First UMC is forming a team called the "Barracudas"
in order to participate in the 2007 Relay for Life, on
June 9 and 10, in Laurel at McCullough Field. The
Relay for Life organization raises money for cancer
research. The goal is to raise as much money as
possible in this worthwhile event. Volunteers are
needed to be on the team, raise money, and make
donations. You can make donations, register, or find
more information on the Relay for Life Web site, at
www.relayforlifelaurel.org. If you have any
questions, contact Bev Raynor, at 301-604-0909.

Opportunities to Serve
The Lay Leadership Development Committee is
seeking volunteers to fill the position of Praise Team
Coordinator . For more information, contact Dave
Myers.

Fitness MinistriesÑNow ItÕs Saturdays!
Fitness Ministries is now meeting on Saturdays. On
the first Saturday of the month we will start at 9:30
a.m. so you can still make it to Women of Faith at
10:30 a.m. On the others Saturdays, we will begin at
10:00 a.m. For more information, contact Kelly
Miller, at 301-776-4989.

Vacation Bible SchoolÑItÕs Never Too Early
Already making those summer plans? Now that the
snow is melted, it time to think about summer
vacations and Vacation Bible School. This yearÕs
Vacation Bible School will be July 22-26. So plan
your summer trips around this exciting week of
Christ-centered activities for children young and old.
Registration forms will be available beginning at the
Laurel Main Street Festival on Saturday, May
12Ñtake plenty of forms to share with your friends.
But itÕs never too early to start spreading the word,
to mark it on your calendars, and, of course, to
volunteer. For more information or to volunteer,
contact Linda Ryan, at 301-854-9826 or
lindalryan@msn.com, or the church office.
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Did You KnowÑRada Cutlery For Sale?
For several years, the Christian Fellowship Class has
sold the popular Rada Cutlery Products. One of
RadaÕs top sellers is their Òregular paring knife,Ó an
item found in many of our kitchens. In recent years,
the Rada product line has expanded to include soy
candles, stoneware, quick mixes, and cookbooks. A
small supply of knives and mixes for sale are usually
kept on hand. If you are interested in purchasing the
Rada products, please contact Nancy Welsh (301-
725-8815), Pat Elliott (301-725-0125), or another
member of the Christian Fellowship Class.

Audio MinistryÑ Did You Get It The First Time?
Have you missed a sermon because you were out of
town or under the weather? For those of you who
missed a sermon, want to hear it again, or want to
share it with friends and relatives, we offer an audio
ministry.

If you want an audio tape, you can pick up a tape of
any sermon from the tape rack (to the right of the
doors to the sanctuary) in the narthex. If the tape is
not immediately available, please provide the
following information to the church office or place in
the offering plate on Sunday morning: name;
address; phone/e-mail; the sermon date, title, or
topic; and the number of tapes needed.

If you are connected to the Internet, you can download
sermons from 2007 and older sermons from our Web
site (http://fumcl.org/pastor/sermons/).
Depending on the availability of our volunteers, new
recordings are available from the site within the
week, and often as early as Sunday evening.
Available formats are MP3 format, the patent-free
Ogg Vorbis format, and RealAudio format.

Good Friday Crosswalk: ÒAccording to the
ScripturesÓ
ÒFor I delivered to you first of all that which I also
received: that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He
rose again the third day according to the ScripturesÓ
(I Corinthians 15:3-4, NKJV)

According to which scriptures? Jesus Himself spoke
of ÒMoses, the prophets, and the PsalmsÓ being
written about Him and that He had come to fulfill
them. (Luke 24:44).

As we make our way carrying the cross from church
to church, we will reflect on several Old Testament
scriptures that were fulfilled that day, just as the
word had foretold.

The schedule for our walk and worship event is as
follows:

Noon.  First United MethodistÑPastor Dennis
Whitmore (Numbers 21:8-9, John 3:14-15)

12:50 p.m. First BaptistÑPastor Emmanuel Ephraim,
ÒBy His stripes we were healed. (Isaiah 53:1-12)

1:40 p.m. First Assembly of GodÑPastor Chris
McMillan, ÒThe Crucifixion.Ó (Psalm 22:1-11)

2:25 p.m. St. Philips EpiscopalÑPastor Bob Beasley,
ÒThey will look on Him whom they have pierced.Ó
(Zechariah 12:10-11)

Elizabeth HouseÑHelp Needed
Elizabeth House urgently needs volunteers to help
prepare and serve meals. Hours volunteers are
needed are daily 4-6 p.m. for meal preparation and
6-8 p.m. for dinner service and clean up. In addition
to volunteers, Elizabeth House needs individual
juice boxes and large bags of salad mix. To
volunteer, donate items, or for more information,
contact Jean Lawrence, at 301-0725-5372.

First UMC: Our Purpose
As believers in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and
the Bible as the inspired word of God, we:

1. Glorify God through worship,

2. Build strong relationships in the church family,

3. Grow in the knowledge of the truth as
revealed through Jesus Christ,

4. Serve people as a reflection of the love of Jesus
Christ, and

5. Spread the Good News of the Gospel so that
others may come to salvation through grace.
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The ÒAny SoldierÓ Project
By Ken Hersey and Juliette Pettu-Williams

In December, Pastor John challenged all teachers to
bring a service element to their classes. Our 3rd/4th
Grade Sunday School class discussed a number of
options, and after some debate the class voted to
support the "Any Soldier" project.

The ÒAny SoldierÓ project connects soldiers to us,
providing us with information on items that would
be helpful for them and their comrades while they
are away on duty. Soldiers who choose to sign up to
the Web site (at www.anysoldier.com) can
periodically update everyone on their status and list
items that would be helpful in their situation.

The following week we focused on what the
students thought would be helpful to the soldiers.
This was a fascinating discussion, in that the children
assumed the soldiers would want or need numerous
expensive items. The class then divided into teams,
one team estimated the cost of the items they
thought the soldiers would need while the other
team estimated the cost of a second list of items the
soldiers really needed. The difference in cost
between what the soldiers really wanted and what
the students assumed they would want was
staggeringÑthe items on the second list cost less
than 20 percent of those on the first list.

The third week of the mission project, each student
surfed the 'net to research one soldier, and we listed
that soldier's needs and ideas. From the list, we
selected one male and one female soldier to support
by sending each a small packet of items. We divided
the list of needs between the students so that each
student was responsible for a small item, typically
between $2-$10 each, to contribute to the packets.

The fourth and final week, we brought in our items
and wrote letters to the soldiers telling them a little
bit about us, what each student provided, and other
thoughts, like "thank you" and "we'll pray for you."
By February, all of the items had been turned in, and
our gifts were on their way to the soldiers.

We want to thank all of those who helped make this
project a success, and we pray that the results will
touch the lives of these soldiers who help us
maintain the freedom we enjoy every day.

From the Archives: The Sound of Pipes
By Jim Welsh

You have just set down in your pew; the service will
be starting in a few minutes. All of a sudden the
glorious sounds of our pipe organ grace your ears.
You close your eyes and enjoy these wonderful
sounds. Have you ever thought about how First
Church obtained its pipe organ?

Like the history of our stained glass windows, little
remains of our organ history at First UMC.
According to one long-time member, it is believed
that Mrs. Bessie Beall and Alice Frothingham played
this organ as early as 1929.

In 1959, First UMC purchased its first electric organ,
from the M. PeMoller Company of Hagerstown,
Maryland. This organ contained approximately 400
pipes, housed in a small closet off the Chancel. That
room today is used to house a portion of the current
pipe configuration.

During the 1998 expansion of the church, one of the
first things to be address was the need for an
upgrade of the Moeller organ. After some research,
Peragallo Pipe Organ Company, of Paterson, New
Jersey, was selected to perform the upgrade. In order
for the Peragallo Company to perform the upgrade,
our existing organ was removed and shipped to
New Jersey. For almost a year, the sound of organ
music was missing at First UMC, but upon the
return of the organ, First UMC was the proud owner
of one of the nicest sounding organs in the area.
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Now as you sit in church and listen, you are hearing
14 ranks (the terminology used in ordering pipes) for
a total of 893 speaking pipes. In addition to the
beautiful gold finished pipes and cabinet that faces
you, the crowning jewel of the organ is the
Trompette en Chamade, which are mounted
horizontally in the cabinet. Listen for them as Dr.
Mack graces us with the beautiful sounds of our pipe
organ. All this for the glory of God.

Journey Through Your GriefÑWhat Do I
Do With All the Stuff? Part 2
Last month, I tried to emphasize to you to take your
time when you are dealing with all the stuff when a
loved one is gone. Now, I would like to give you
more suggestions to use to get through this part of
your grief work.

Get help. Many people say they want to help you
when someone dies or leaves. Take advantage of
their offer. A handful of trusted friends can keep you
on task, share some laughs and bittersweet
moments, and share savored memories of an object
or image. A friend can keep us from getting
overwhelmed and will be there if you find
something surprising or upsetting among the
belongings to comfort us.

Give yourself permission to let go of things. Some people
find items of sentimental value to keep, and thatÕs all
right. Give yourself permission to dispose of
anything you donÕt expect to hold onto forever. That
time will come, and when it does, youÕll know it.
Meanwhile, think about and talk through your
decisions as to what to keep and what to dispose of.
It helps to make the connection between the spiritual
meaning and the material objects, and makes the
death of your loved one more real.

Use physical stuff to work through emotional stuff. To
eventually heal and go on with life, sometimes you
have to let go of emotions as well as objects. There
may be unfulfilled expectations or disappointments.
You may have to admit that there were some
problems with your relationship that will now never
be resolved. Releasing that pain is an important step
that frees us up for the positive. For many people the
emotional stuff and the material stuff are deeply
connected; working through both helps us heal.

Find the gifts in the stuff. As we grieving persons learn
to see the memories brought forth by the ÒstuffÓ left
behind as a blessing and gift, we can begin to feel
less lonely because of the death. We can choose time
to be alone to remember certain items that remind us
that because God is always with us we are never
really alone. We can feel a special connection to our
lost loved one that emphasizes peaceful, positive
feelings, even if the relationship was full of
unfinished business.

When weÕre left to deal with theÓ stuff,Ó no matter
how difficult, complicated, fair or unfair the
situation, our challenge is to seek GodÕs grace in the
responsibility before us. If we take our time, get
some help, and persevere, we eventually begin to see
that indeed, it all serves a good purpose, in ways
that only God and time can reveal to us.

LARS Update
By Fran Shellenberger

The best news is that Samantha Freeman, one of our
new members, is joining me on the LARS (Laurel
Advocacy Referral Service) board, so we will be new
board members together.

These are exciting times to be a volunteer for LARS,
as they prepare for their 20th Anniversary Dinner
and Silent Auction on Saturday, May 19, at the
American Legion Hall, at the foot of Main Street. As
a board member, I am responsible for ten tickets to
the 20th Anniversary Dinner at $35 each. If you
would like to attend, I will pay half the cost, or
$17.50. The first nine people who give me $17.50 for
a ticket will get them. If you want two tickets, you
pay $35 and IÕll pay $35. Anyone for three tickets?

We can all help with the silent auction fundraiser by
identifying auction items from area businesses and
friends. Desirable items are services, new or
collectible items, tickets for sporting events, shows
and movies, or any creative donation. Donors will be
mentioned during the event, will be acknowledged
in the written program, and will receive a letter
suitable for tax purposes confirming the donation.
LARS is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c) 3
charitable organization.

I ask that you consider the businesses where you
spend money for yourself or your family. The best
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request is to ask for a specific service they can
provide. If you identify the contact information and
the auction request, IÕll write the letter of request. For
example, you could ask your automobile service
dealer to donate a tune-up or car detailing. Could
you request a golf foursome? Lessons? A special
event cake? Timeshare?

Beginning at the March meeting, the Community
Homeless Task Force will be the focus of my efforts
at LARS. I plan to propose suggestions given me by
the women guests who stayed at First UMC during
WomenÕs Winter Haven.

At the March board meeting, I heard a most pleasant
surprise as the Board expressed both its appreciation
for the support received from First UMC and for
Kelly Miller for the success of the Turkey Trot
($7,000 raised!). It made me proud to be representing
First UMC. LARS has come a long way in 20 years,
and the future holds great promise for continuing
emergency assistance to homeless and low-income
persons and families in the greater Laurel area.

Conference News: Connectional Table Set
for Discipleship
By Melissa Lauber, UMConnection Staff

[Ed: This article is edited for length. For the entire article,
visit our conference Web site at www.bwcumc.org under
UMConnection, March 7, 2007.]

Peace, inclusion, the well-being of children, financial
priorities, and the further development of a strategic
direction to shape the future of the 692 churches of
the Baltimore-Washington Conference topped the
agenda of the Connectional Table when it met
February 24. This was the second meeting of the
Connectional Table, a new body made up of elected
conference leaders who serve on conference
committees, boards, and councils. The Table
provides strategic input and guidance that will
enable the Baltimore-Washington Conference to
meet its goal of making 600 Acts 2 congregations by
2012.

The conferenceÕs mission calls for the creation of 600
Acts 2 churches by 2012. For the sake of
accountability, Acts 2 churches are defined by the
bearing of three fruits: bringing in at least two
members each year on profession of faith, increasing

worship attendance by 2 percent annually and
paying 100 percent of a churchÕs annual
apportionment.

At the meeting, Table members heard and gave
feedback on developments in regional, discipleship
and stewardship strategies within the conference.
They also voted to support several pieces of
legislation assigned to them, which will be presented
at the May 24-26 annual conference.

During the past year, the conference has been
divided into four regions: the Western, Baltimore,
Washington and Annapolis-Southern regions. Each
is beginning to develop strategic approaches to
equip churches and serve regional communities.

In addition, Connectional Table members approved
the hiring of four new guides in the regions. Guides,
who also serve as district superintendents and
program staff, coach pastors and lead monthly
Discipler Groups. Some guides are coaching between
30 and 42 pastors. With the new hires, the process
will become more effective, as guides work with
anywhere between 24 and 30 pastors.

Various boards and commissions were assigned
legislation to be reviewed and acted upon. The
Connectional Table voted concurrence on six pieces
of legislation:

!  A petition to General Conference to formally
include Bermuda as an area within the
Northeastern Jurisdiction.

!  A recommendation from the conference Board of
Ordained Ministry that "every local church shall
develop and implement a safe sanctuary policy
for protecting children and youth."

!  A request to petition the General Conference to
delete the sentence, "The United Methodist
Church does not condone the practice of
homosexuality and considers this practice
incompatible with Christian teaching," from
paragraph 161 of the Discipline.

!  A resolution that calls on denominational
agencies to determine which corporations that
United Methodists have invested in have
profited from the conflict between Israel and
Palestine, and to divest from those corporations
if this profiting does not cease.



REVELATIONS ~ April 2007 Page 9

!  An agreement defining the relationship between
the Baltimore-Washington Conference and
Asbury Atlantic, Inc., a corporation that operates
retirement communities in this region that was
formerly known as Asbury Methodist Village.

!  A petition to be submitted to General Conference
to add a new resolution to the Book of
Resolutions that addresses a comprehensive
approach to peacemaking as an essential task of
the church.

The complete text of these resolutions is online on
the 2007 Annual Conference page of the conference
Web site (www.bwcumc.org).

In a report from the Stewardship Ministries Area, the
conference director of Finance and Administration,

Martha Knight, announced a $1 million surplus from
2006. This one-time surplus, Knight explained, is the
result of new ways of doing ministry as the
conference moves further into the Discipleship
Adventure.

The transition into new practices and ministry
principles connects to the fact that more churches are
faithfully paying their full apportionments and
provides unique opportunities for strategic
ministries that can advance the Discipleship
Adventure. Last year, 18 new congregations paid 100
percent of their apportionments.

The Connectional Table will meet again in the fall.

Our Church Family
April Birthdays
1 Herman Higgins, III

2 Patricia Ann Keffer
Jennifer McLaughlin

3 Crystal Lilly
Trysta Myers Yok

4 Warren Litchfield

6 Kathryn Bailey
Juliette Pettu-Williams
Patricia Elliott

7 Carol Driver
James Kornak
Lavonne Swank
William Watts, II

8 David Cutlip, Sr.
Thelma Donaldson

9 Lorena DelGrosso

10 Marcella Whitmore

11 Sydney Wiseman

12 Emma Newkirk

15 Sharon Herman

16 Tammi Rippeon
Holly Robertson
Mike Wild

19 LeAnn McCreedy
Margaret Roy

20 Brenda Smith-Thomas

21 JoAnne Urion

22 Gerald Davis
Audra Fister
Robert Miller

23 Kyle Hampton

25 Mary Ellen May

26 Andrew Bouie
Ermine Lilly
Lisa Sympson

27 Stephen Cawood

29 Krista Linzey

30 Joe Staten

April Anniversaries
1 Nancy & Robert Ball

2 Susan & Michael Woodruff

10 Sharon & Dennis Herman

12 Dorothy & Kenneth Dolan

16 Beverly & Jim Lee
Eleanor & Chandler Robbins

20 Audra & Jonathan Fister

21  Kim & Jeremy Newkirk

24  Jane & Joe Hanfman

25  Nancy & Jim Welsh

27  Jennifer & Fred Landy

29 Tracy & Tom Bailey

30 Lillian (Pat) & Joe Staten

Homebound/in Nursing Homes*
Velma Cook

8820 Briarcroft Lane
Laurel, MD 20708
301-776-8069

Mary Davis
Harmony Hall, Inc.,
6336 Cedar Lane, Room 356;
Columbia, MD 21044

Helen M. Dixon
Goodwill Retirement Home
891 Dorsey Hotel Road
Grantsville, MD 21536

Thelma Donaldson
813 Fourth Street
Laurel, MD 20707
301-725-5376

Josh Johns
Mariner Health of Greater Laurel
14200 Laurel Park Drive,
Room 310
Laurel, MD 20707

Mary Johns
9254 Unit 15 Cherry Lane
Cherry View Park
Laurel, MD 20708

Dorothy Jones
c/o Carol Nichols
7221 Tall Pine Way
Clarksville, MD 21029
301-604-3026
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Brownie Marton
Morningside House, Room 116
7700 Cherry Lane
Laurel, MD 20707
301-490-2123

Mildred Nelson
Fairfax Nursing Center
10701 Main Street
Fairfax, VA 22030

Josephine Sadilek
14200 Waggaman Avenue
Laurel, MD 20707
301-776-2057

Sandy Self
Holy Cross Rehabilitation and
Nursing Center
Room 114-B
3415 Greencastle Road
Burtonsville MD 20866
301-388-1595

*As of February 9.

Our Mailbag
Dear Pastor Dennis and FUMC
Family,

Thank you so much for the use of
your Fellowship Hall for our
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner on
February 24. Your Church was the
perfect setting for our event, and
everything went so nicely with the
help of the BerardÕs and the
BoeckmanÕs. Your support of our
ministry is a wonderful blessing!

In Christ,
Charlotte Kampira
[Executive Director, Laurel
Pregnancy Center]

Address Additions and Changes
Each month there will be names
and addresses of new families in
addition to change of addresses to
add to your Members and Friends
Directory. Please keep these with
your current directory for future
reference.

It is appreciated if when you move
you notify the church office of

your new address and phone
number. If anyone has a
forwarding address for Marie
Duvall, please call the office at
301-725-3093. Thank you.

Additions:
Gilbert Abraham

8611 Chestnut Ridge Ave
Laurel, MD 20707
301/317-8016

Francis Castle
501 Main St.; #108
Laurel, MD 20707

Charles & Samantha Freeman
8608 Garnet Rock Gate
Laurel, MD 20723
301/490-1347

Jody Kiser
14608 Stratfield Circle
Laurel, MD 20707
301/776-8882

Joe & Dottie Lasick
415 Montgomery St.
Laurel, MD 20707
301/490-0558

Cherilyn Long
9632 Glendower Ct.
Laurel, MD 20723
301/502-6735

Dan & Ann Messina
8600 Montpelier Dr.
Laurel, MD 20708
301/776-3202

Marilynne Ocando
7319 Summerwind Circle
Laurel, MD 20707
302/776-3388

Salome Peters
13216 Rabbit Chase Rd.
Laurel, MD 20707
301/210-3899

Joe & Cathy Sansosti
425 Prince George St.; 1st Fl.
Laurel, MD 20707

Velda Seye
8777 Contee Rd.; #203
Laurel, MD 20708

John & Nancy Tardy
13913 Shannon Ave.
Laurel, MD 20707

Lois Washington
9891 Whiskey Run
Laurel, MD 20746

George White
9573 Whiskey Bottom Rd.
Laurel, MD 20723
301/725-7655

Cynthia Young-Thomas
9415 Seventh St.
Laurel, MD 20723
301/776-4221

Changes of Address:
Sharon Anderson

37311 Doubloon Dr.
Greenbackvile, VA 23356-3024
757/854-1502

Jeffrey & Suzette Becraft
2901 Ramblewood Rd.
Ellicott City, MD 21042

Herman Higgins III
1st Platoon INACT, Bravo Co.
447nd Signal Battalion
Ft. Gordon GA 30905

Christine Higgins
1515 Popland St.
Baltimore, MD 21226-1213

Judy & Scott Law
4111 Wards Chapel Rd.
Marriottsville, MD 21104
410/521-2356

Shirley Lutz
6805 Dartmouth Ave.
College Park, MD 20748
301/927-8987

Beverly Raynor
9598 Muirkirk Rd. #T1
Laurel, MD 20708
301/604-0909

Mildred Nelson
Fairfax Nursing Center
10701 Main St.
Fairfax, VA 22030

New Phone Number:
Tim Parham

240/421-5816
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First United Methodist Church ~ April 2007*
Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m. Worship Service 9:30 a.m. Fellowship 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Palm Sunday
8:00 am: 830 Singers
practice

1 pm: Kathryn Eye
Circle
7:00 pm: Evangelism
Team
7:00 pm: Fellowship
Team

6:30 pm: Disciple III
7:00 pm: Disciple
Short-term study
8:00 pm: Reality

11:30 am: Lenten
Luncheon
6:15 pm: The 830 Kids
7:30 pm: Chancel Choir
8:00 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
study
7 pm: BSA Troop 259
7:30 pm: Maundy
Thursday Service

Good Friday
9:45 am: Quiet Day
Brunch
Noon: Crosswalk
7:30 pm: Good Friday
Service

7:00 am: Emmaus
(Men);
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)
9 am: Tech Comm.
9:30 am: Fitness
10:30 am: Women of
Faith

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Easter Sunday
Communion Sunday
6:30 am: Sunrise
service
7:30: Pancake
breakfast
8:30 & 11 am: Worship

7:00 pm: Martha, Edith
Miles, & Susannah
Circles

6:30 pm: Disciple I & III
8:00 pm: Reality

11:30 am: Lenten
Luncheon
7:30 pm: Chancel Choir
8:00 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
study
7:00 pm: SPRC
7:00 pm: Council on
Ministries/Admin Board
workshop
7 pm: Trustees
7 pm: BSA Troop 259

7:00 am: Emmaus
(Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)
10 am: Fitness
5:30 pm: Spaghetti
Dinner and Talent/No
Talent Show

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Revelations Deadline
for May issue

6:30 pm: Disciple I & III
8:00 pm: Reality

7:30 pm: Chancel Choir
8:00 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
study
7 pm: Finance Comm
7 pm: BSA Troop 259
7 pm: Council on Min.

Emmaus Walk (Men)
(Thru 7pm Sunday)

7:00 am: Emmaus
(Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)
10 am: Fitness
12:30 pm: Moving On

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
The 830 Players
2 pm: Mariners Service
3 pm: Morningside
Service

6:30 pm: UMW Exec.
Mtg.
7 pm: Ministries Team
Mtg.
7:30 pm: UMW General
Mtg

6:30 pm: Disciple I & III
8:00 pm: Reality

7:30 pm: Chancel Choir
8:00 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
study
7 pm: BSA Troop 259

Emmaus Walk
(Women)
(Thru 7pm Sunday)

7:00 am: Emmaus
(Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)
9 am-Noon: Laurel
Pregnancy Center
Walk-a-Thon

29 30

* As of 3/16/07: Check Church Office or Web site for the most up-to-date information. If you know of an event that should be listed here, please notify the Church Office.

Save the Date
May
May 4 Ð An Evening with the
Maestro
May 11 Ð Mother-Daughter
Banquet
May 12 Ð Laurel Main Street
Festival
May 17 Ð Ham Luncheon
May 19 Ð Hersheypark outing
(see announcements for more
information)

May 23-26 Ð Baltimore-
Washington Annual
Conference
May 27 Ð Pentecost Sunday

June
June 9-10 Ð Relay for Life (see
announcements for more
information)
June 14 Ð Last Day of School for
Prince Georges County
June 20 Ð Last day of School for
Howard County (projected)

July
July 13-14 Ð Women of Faith
Conference, Verizon Center,
Washington, DC
July 22-26 Ð Vacation Bible
School (tentative)

September
September 9 Ð Rally Day
(tentative)
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Name
Street
City, ST 20707

Lent and Easter Update
Here is an annotated schedule of selected events at
First UMC during the rest of Lent and the Easter
season. Please join us as we observe this period of
reflection and rejoicing.

On Sunday, April 1, Palm Sunday , we will have our
Palm Sunday worship service, at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00
a.m. Communion for April will be served at the three
Easter worship services.

On Wednesday, April 4, at 11:30 a.m., we will have
our sixth Lenten luncheon. Our guest is Reverend
John Jennings, Pastor, St. MarkÕs UMC, Laurel, who
will speak on ÒA Question on Messianic ProphecyÓ
(Luke 20:27-40).

Our Maundy Thursday  worship service  will take
place on April 5, at 7:30 p.m. The focus of the service
will be a telling of the Passion story through seven
symbols that are part of the story, such as the chalice,
the rooster, and the crown of thorns. Holy
Communion will be served.

Our Good Friday  observance, on April 6 , will begin
with a quiet day brunch , at 9:45 a.m. The Cross
Walk, from  noon until about 3 p.m.,  begins at First
UMC, continues to First Baptist, then to First
Assembly of God, and finally to St. Philips
Episcopal. See page 5 for more information. Our
Good Friday evening worship service  will begin at
7:30 p.m.

On Easter Sunday, April 8 , join us at 6:30 a.m. for
our Sunrise Worship Service . The service will be
held outdoors, weather permitting. Following the
service, join us for a pancake breakfast at about 7:30
a.m. All are welcome. Our celebration of Easter
continues with our Easter worship services at 8:30
a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Communion will be served at
all three services on Easter.

On Wednesday, April 11, at 11:30 a.m., we will have
our final Lenten luncheon  of the season. Our
scheduled guest is Lee Ruby, First UMC, Laurel,
who will speak on ÒSigns of the EndÓ (Luke 21:5-
37).
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