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A Word of Thanks, and My New Testimony
By Linda Ryan

[Read Philippians 4:7 to 1 (yes, backwards!).]

When we first found out I had cancer, a friend gave me a book entitled When
God and Cancer Meet. When I was actually able to focus and read it, one
chapter at a time, it dealt with more questions than I knew I had, and it
addressed many issues I was struggling with during the first roller-coaster
months of accepting the diagnosis.

At first, when I was coming to terms with the situation and reality of
upcoming chemotherapy treatments, I found immense comfort in Philippians
4:7 which just jumped right out of the book at me:

ÒAnd the peace of God which transcends all understanding will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.Ó

I remember feeling surprised that I did have peace in the midst of the struggle
to understand how this happened, but the peace came from knowing that
God was in control.

After settling into the chemotherapy treatment routine, I began wondering
and worrying about what would lie ahead in the upcoming year. The verse
that then caught my attention was, Philippians 4:6:

ÒDo not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, present your request to God. And the peace of GodÉÓ

When finished with the chemotherapy treatments, we really felt like
celebrating, and I found I could step back to Philippians 4:4 and 5:

ÒRejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again, Rejoice!Ó Let your gentleness be
evident to all. The Lord is near.Ó

Now that radiation treatments are finished as well, we are really rejoicing!

These verses have carried me through the process, together with the loving
support of family, church-family, friends, co-workers, neighbors and many,
many more—in other words the Body of Christ as described in
Philippians 4:1.

Thank you, church family, for your love and support during this process.
—Linda Ryan & Family
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Pastor’s Message: Giving Thanks for the Little Things
ere we are, entering yet again another
Thanksgiving and Christmas season. (You
can join me in asking, “Where has the time

gone?”) As we get into Thanksgiving, we know, as
we’ve heard throughout our whole lives, that this is
a time to give thanks to God.

And yet, I also know how difficult giving thanks can
be. Between the mundane busyness of everyday
living and larger-than-life miracles we see and hear
about, giving thanks for the everyday, little things
can get lost in the shuffle. We know—at least in
principle—that there’s so much to thank God for, but
where do we begin?

In thinking about praising God and giving thanks,
Psalm 104 came to mind. The psalm is too long for us
to print in this space, but I urge you to stop what
you’re doing, find a Bible, and read it now.

Do you notice what the psalmist praises God for? It’s
the everyday, little things. The psalmist finds the
Lord’s hand in things like springs and ravines, grass
growing for the cattle, well-watered trees where
birds make their nests, the passing of the seasons,
roaring lions, fish and ships in the sea, and people
getting up to work. I find it incredible that these
everyday things we would normally take for granted
are the very things the psalmist lifts up as wondrous
works of God! Why is that? It’s because the Lord has
made it all, and it is good.

Toward the end, the psalmist concludes, “I will sing
to the Lord all my life; I will sing praises to God as
long as I live. May my meditation be pleasing to him,
as I rejoice in the Lord” (Psalm 104:33-34). The
psalmist can passionately praise and sing to God
throughout a lifetime because God truly is there in

the midst of all that he lovingly makes. We only need
the eyes to look around at everything that surrounds
us to see the handprint of God in order to get in on
this kind of lifetime praise of the Lord.

Now, I’ve got a challenge for you. With open eyes
and a heart looking to praise and thank God, look
around at the everyday good things. Stop, and praise
God for them. And then, I invite you to share about
them during the “God Sightings” time of our
worship. Wouldn’t it be glorious if one Sunday we
had so many God Sightings to share that they would
take up the entire worship service? (Hey, at least you
wouldn’t have me preaching one Sunday!)

Praising God and giving thanks is a frame of mind
and heart that carries us through the year, right on
into Thanksgiving, too. And who knows… maybe,
just maybe, in the little things, you’ll find the glory
and power of God in a way you never have before!

Yours In Christ’s Love and Service,
Pastor Chris

Sermon Series: Living Life on Purpose
November 4 – “Life Purpose 5: Sharing Christ
with Others” (1 John 1:1-4; Matthew 5:13-16).

Sermon Series: Exploring the Sacraments
November 11 – “Come Dine with Jesus” (1
Corinthians 11:17-33, John 6:53-59)

Note: November 11 will be Communion Sunday

November 18 –”Life in the Waters of Baptism”
(Romans 6:1-7, Mark 10:13-16)

November 25: Christ the King Sunday – “A King
Worth Trusting” (Jeremiah 23:1-6, Colossians
1:15-20, Luke 23:33-43)

Announcements

Fall Ham Luncheon November 8
The fall Ham Luncheon, sponsored by the United
Methodist Women, will take place on Thursday,
November 8, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. The menu consists of ham, green
beans, homemade potato salad, applesauce, rolls,
homemade desserts, coffee, and tea. Cost is $6.00.

You can buy your tickets in advance from Mary
Hoffman at 301-725-4127 or the church office at 301-
725-3093. Tickets will also be sold at the door. Carry
out is available, but please call in your orders ahead
of time if possible. The ham luncheon is open to the
community, so bring some friends and have an
enjoyable lunch together.

H
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There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex for
volunteers to help prepare the food, set up and clean
up, and help serve meals the day of the luncheon.
You do not have to be in United Methodist Women
to help. If you can help, contact Mary Hoffman.

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
Here is our United Methodist Youth Fellowship
(UMYF) calendar for November 2007. For more
information on youth activities at First UMC, contact
Ann Marie Miller, Youth Director.

Sunday, November 4, 6:30 p.m. – Evening meeting
(Bazaar workshop) at the church.

Sunday, November 11, 6:30 p.m. – Evening meeting
(Bazaar workshop) at the church.

Friday, November 16, 6:00 p.m. – Help set up for the
church bazaar.

Saturday, November 17 – Church Bazaar; no meeting
Sunday, November 18.

Sunday, November 25, Time TBA – Nursing Home
ministry (Mariner’s and Morningside).

UMM to Meet November 16
Join with other men on Friday, November 16 at 6:30
p.m. in the Second Cup Cafe. Dinner will be potluck,
and we will discuss men’s ministries at First UMC.

Fall Bazaar Scheduled for November 17
First UMC will hold its fall bazaar on Saturday,
November 17, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. This year, we have a “New to You”
table, a candy/baked goods table, and tables with
fall, Thanksgiving, and Christmas crafts items. We
also have a kitchen/household helper table, as well
as a silent auctions table.

We also hope to have a kid’s table where children
can make an item to take with them. We will also be
selling coffee and donuts at 8:30 a.m. and a lunch at
11:00 a.m., with hot dogs, barbeque, baked beans,
chips, homemade vegetable soup, and drinks.

We need many hands to set up, sell, and clean after
the bazaar. The money made will go to the church’s
local charities such as Fish of Laurel and our Good
Samaritan Fund. So even if you can only help an
hour or two, please volunteer. If you have any
questions or you can help in any way, contact Lois
Hamilton, at 301-498-9736.

Moving On Ministries—Update
Moving On Ministries will not meet in November
since the Fall Bazaar is scheduled for that day. We
will meet next on December 15, with a special
holiday party theme.

For those of you not familiar with the group, we are
made up of adults who have suffered a loss due to
death or divorce. We meet for the fellowship,
support, discussing of problems or remedies, and for
the free lunch. You do not have to be a member of
First UMC to join us. So please join us or pass our
“being” onto those you know. It makes no difference
when or how your loss occurred, just come. Call Lois
Hamilton at 301-498-9736 if you have any questions.

Chrismon Service and Dinner on December 2
This year’s Chrismon Service will be on December 2,
at 6:30 p.m., preceded by a covered dish dinner at
5:30 p.m., in our fellowship hall.

For those not familiar with this service, it is a special
way to begin the Advent season, focusing on the true
significance of Advent and Christmas.

At the morning services on December 2, you will
notice a large evergreen tree in the Sanctuary. In the
evening at the Chrismon Service the tree will be lit
with white lights, and all children who attend will
help put special decorations, called Chrismons, on
the tree. The decorated tree will then be part of the
Sanctuary decorations throughout the season of
Advent and Christmas.

We hope that the dinner and the service will be a
meaningful family time, so we invite you to bring
your family and invite other families to come, help
prepare the tree, and learn more about the Chrismon
symbols. You can also learn more about Chrismons
by visiting the Chrismon Web page at
www.fumcl.org/worship/chrismon.php.

Wednesday Prayer Ministry
Come join us for prayer each Wednesday evening
from 6:30 p.m. until 7:15 p.m. in the church parlor.
Our prayer time usually begins with scripture and a
devotional, then prayer requests and prayer. All are
invited to share in this time as we pray for concerns,
community, and church, and for anything else as the
Spirit would lead. For more information, contact
Greg Sweitzer, Lay Leader, or Pastor Chris.
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“Turkey Trot” on Thanksgiving Day
By Kelly Miller

On Thanksgiving morning, November 22, First UMC
will host the third annual 5K Turkey Trot Run/Walk
to benefit Laurel Advocacy and Referral Services,
Inc. (LARS). Our 2005 and 2006 events were very
successful. Last year’s event had more than 250
registered participants and numerous corporate
sponsors, resulting in a contribution of $6,376 to
LARS. We know we can do even better this year, but
we need your help to reach our goal of $9,000.

We invite you to join us in this fun event not only to
provide financial support for LARS, but also to build
awareness about the meaningful work LARS does in
Greater Laurel. Each year, LARS serves about 1,000
individuals and families in crisis. It provides
financial stipends to prevent evictions and utility
stoppages, runs the largest food pantry in the region,
and provides shelter and support for ten homeless
women and their children for up to 24 months,
among other essential community services.

In late 2008, LARS also anticipates implementing a
new permanent housing program supported by
HUD. This program will remove seven chronically
homeless persons from the streets of Laurel and into
housing where they will receive intensive support
from LARS staff. To learn more about LARS, visit
www.laureladvocacy.org on the Web

Many supporters are volunteering their time, talent,
and money to make this event a success, and we
want to include you! We especially need volunteers
to come out early on November 22 to help make this
a smooth, fun, and safe event for all of our
participants. Many of you came out to support us
last year, and we look forward to seeing you again
this year. A volunteer sign up sheet soon will be
placed in the narthex for those who plan to be there
to support the event.

Another way we need help is through sponsorship.
In turn for your monetary donation, your company
or organization will receive publicity in our program
fliers, on the race t-shirt, at booths that can be set up
at the start/finish line on the race morning, in the
local newspapers, or by word of mouth. Contact
Kelly immediately if you want to help by becoming a

sponsor or if you can donate a “prize” (such as a gift
certificate) to our race purse.

Please join us in making this Turkey Trot a success.
For more information, contact Kelly Miller, Race
Coordinator, at 301-776-4989.

God’s “WOW” Worship for November
By Pastor John

God’s “WOW” worshipers donated $11.00 for the
Good Samaritan Fund, which provides assistance to
individuals and families who come to First UMC for
help with rent, utility bills, medical bills, pharmacy
prescriptions, baby food and formula, gas, etc. Thank
you, “WOW” worshipers for your generosity.

Our November offering will be filling shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas Child. The “WOW” altar will
contain two shoeboxes—one for a boy and one for a
girl. “WOW worshipers are asked to bring to
“WOW” Worship gift items appropriate for either an
elementary age boy or girl. Items must be able to fit
into a shoebox.

The focus of “WOW” worship continues to be on the
events and people that led to the division of the Holy
Land into the Kingdoms of Israel and Judah.

November 4: The theme is “Be Loyal; Stick with God.”
Our scripture focus is I Kings 11:1-13. The weekly
memory verse is Proverbs 3:5-6. A special activity
will be building graham cracker churches in the
Snack-It Café.

November 18: The theme is “Obey God.” The
scripture focus is I Kings 11:28-12:24. The memory
verse is Proverbs 3:5-6. A special activity will be a
game “I Choose.”

November 25: “WOW” worshipers will make special
gifts that will be shared with some of First Church’s
homebound members and special friends. Children
will make thumb print Christmas Tree cards and
sweet Advent calendars. Since these items will be
given away, children will receive instructions on
how to make their own “Sweet Advent Calendar” at
home. Children will enjoy finger food as they work
on their give away crafts.

Any parent who would like to donate a finger food
(mini-cupcakes, bananas, grapes, apples, mini-
bagels, cream cheese, etc.) for either 8:30 or 11:00 am
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should contact Pastor John (church, Tuesday and
Thursday, 301-725-3093 or home, 443-319-4849 by
Tuesday, November 20).

Children’s Choir Update
By Jenna Ryan

Attention parents of children age 3 through 2nd
grade: Children's Choir will soon start practicing
songs for the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons.
Please encourage your children to join us during the
last few minutes of the Sunday School hour each
Sunday to learn the songs. We sing the second
Sunday of the month at the 11:00 a.m. service. The
choir is almost a dozen voices strong and would love
to have yours as well. See Jenna Ryan for
participation forms, practice CD, and information.
Current member are: Heather Easton, Jason Jarrell,
Taiana Kittchel, Julia and Rainey Kosatka, Alyssa
Lewis, Ahmed Martin, Emma Newkirk, Brooke,
Delaney and Zoe Miller and Marissa Yelenik. When
you see the choir members around the church, please
encourage them in their efforts.

Woman of Faith
About 40 women from First UMC attended this
year’s Women of Faith Conference in Washington,
DC. It was a full two days of laughter, learning, and
praise on the topic of “Amazing Freedom” with
15,000 of our closest friends. Perhaps you have seen
the “Momsense Overture” video by Anita Renfroe
making the rounds on YouTube recently. (The video
is also available from womenoffaith.com.) Anita
spoke at Women of Faith this year, and we saw it
live—it’s even better in person!

Along with the regular speakers and special musical
artists, we also enjoyed an incredible talk by Max
Lucado on King David as a boy, who tells Goliath
how much bigger his God is. The entire weekend
was incredibly insightful, spiritual, and uplifting.

We now have on DVD all of the speakers from this
year's conference, which we will begin viewing at
our monthly Women of Faith Teas. So join us the
first Saturday of each month at 10:30 a.m. as we
share in laughter and learning throughout the year
and look forward to the 2008 conference, in
Washington, DC, July 11–12, 2008, entitled “Infinite
Grace,” so sign up now to be included in the fun.

Winter Haven is Upon Us

As we can tell from the change in the weather,
Winter Haven is just around the corner. First UMC
will host the men's Winter Haven from December
2–8, 2007 and the women’s Winter Haven in
February 24-March 1, 2008.

For those of you who may be new to Laurel, Winter
Haven is a revolving shelter for homeless men and
women in the Laurel area during the winter months.
It is a cooperative effort among the faith-based
community, the Winter Haven Board of Directors,
and Laurel Advocacy and Referral Services (LARS)
to provide shelter for homeless men and women
during the winter months.

Local congregations participate by each hosting the
shelter for one week, providing shelter, food, some
clothing, and other needs of the men and women, as
well as the opportunity for spiritual counsel. The
Winter Haven Board of Directors provides
continuity from year to year and church to church,
and serves as liaison to LARS, which provides initial
screening for the men and women to ascertain their
needs and suitability for the program. The shelters
will open in December and run through the end of
March 2008. First UMC is a charter member of the
program, and this will be our 18th year of
involvement.

Winter Haven provides an opportunity for all of us
to become the hands and feet of Christ to those less
fortunate. At First UMC it becomes a total church
effort; United Methodist Women, Sunday School
classes, United Methodist Youth Fellowship, Choir,
Boy Scouts, and others come together to prepare and
serve dinners, lunches, and others activities.
Children often decorate placemats for use during the
evening meals. It is truly a blessing, and there is
room for all to share in the Lord’s work.

So how can I help? Look for the sign up sheets in the
Narthex beginning in late October. Each evening we
need the following:

 Adults to serve as monitors each evening and
help sign in guests, from 6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

 Adults to spend the night and serve as
monitors, from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.



REVELATIONS ~ November 2007 Page 6

 Different people or groups to prepare and serve
dinner each night, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

 Church-wide prayer for the men and women
who will be staying with us.

For additional information concerning this
wonderful hands-on ministry, contact Greg Sweitzer
(301-490-5383), Ed Wiseman (410-795-7943), or the
church office.

Journey Through Your Grief
By Lois Hamilton

Death is a fact of life. Death puts life in context and
gives meaning to human existence. Yet, too often in
our society, death is a subject to be evaded, ignored,
and even denied. To lose your spouse is to lose a
part of yourself. It is only natural to mourn such a
loss. In the articles I’ve written previously, I’ve tried
to tell you what grief is and some ways to work
through it.

You, and those around you, have to give yourself
permission to mourn. Everyone does it differently
and in a different timeline. There is no “one size fits
all” when it come to grieving. There are phases of
grief and tasks of mourning that each person has to
go through. It is never ending. It never gets easy, but
it does get easier. You will always feel the loss of
your loved one.

There seems to be endless and sometimes urgent
details to take care of. There are personal
adjustments you have to make, and fears you must
tame. You have to find a way to say goodbye to your
loved one, and to remind your family and friends
that it’s all right to mention their name and your
lives together. There are worries about your own
health, the intimacy that you shared with your
spouse, and a million other things that want to
control your life now instead of you. Even your faith
may be affected. You have to learn tasks that your
spouse took care of. You have to learn to take control
of your resources, household management and
financial needs that seem to control your being. Do
you get a job? Do you change careers? Do you
continue your education? There are so many
questions, worries, and decisions to be made that if
can be mind-stopping.

So what should you do? You can talk to your pastor,
doctor a therapist, or join a support group with
others who know almost exactly how you feel.

I am starting such a support group in January for
those persons widowed for less than 3 years. We will
meet for six weeks in the Parlor on Tuesdays at 7:00
p.m. for about 2 hours. Two trained support group
leaders will discuss with us the many faces of grief
that I usually write about in the “Journey Through
Grief” articles. I am extending the invitation to the
other local churches, as well as our own, to meet the
needs that the newly widowed find themselves in
after losing a spouse. I have trained for this. This is a
gift that God has given me and told me to continue
to use to help others through the grief and loss that I
had suffered. If someone you know, or yourself need
this help, please take advantage of it.

Altar Service Guild News
By Jane Hanfman

The Altar Service Guild conducted its annual
meeting on Saturday, October 6, 2007 at 12:30 p.m.
We met to discuss 2007 projects, ongoing ministries,
and plans for 2008. We re-elected Eva Mae Black as
president, Nancy Welsh as vice president, Julie
Hildebrand as treasurer, and Ingrid Loukota as
secretary for 2008.

We are seeking new members to join us in our
ministry. In particular, we are in need of cheer
callers—those who are interested in delivering
flowers to our sick and shut in members and friends.
It is a great way to get to know more members of our
church family. Membership is open to anyone who
would like to be a part of preparing the sanctuary for
Sunday worship, delivering flowers to our sick and
shut-in members and friends, maintaining the
chancel area, and decorating the sanctuary and
narthex for the Christmas and Easter services.
Contact Georgianna Schallenberger, Flower and
Cheer Caller Coordinator, at 301-776-9307, or
another member of the Guild if you'd like to learn
more about how you can join us in this ministry.

Thanks to the cheer callers who delivered flowers to
our sick and homebound throughout the summer
and fall: In July, Pat Elliott; in August, Tracy Bailey
and Eleanor Hahn; in September, Georgianna



REVELATIONS ~ November 2007 Page 7

Schallenberger and Jane Hanfman; and in October,
Ann Marie Miller and Wilma Foster.

In early November, Georgianna Schallenberger will
begin contacting flower contributors from 2007 to
determine whether they wish to continue their dates
in 2008. If you would like to become a new
contributor or wish to change your dates, please
contact her soon, at 301-776-9307 or the church office.
At present, a vase of flowers for the altar is $13.

We all agree it is great to be back in the sanctuary
after the beautiful ceiling restoration project. Please
be aware that some of the items in the chancel area
are aging and require special care; their maintenance
and preservation is a function of the Guild. Please,
take great care if you are involved in moving any of
these items. For example, brass flower holders and
candlesticks should not be moved unless gloves are
used. We encourage all to exercise great caution; a
Guild member would be happy to answer any
questions or address any concerns you may have
about this.

It is time to start thinking about Christmas
Memorials. Julie Hildebrand has again agreed to
coordinate this project. She let us know that Behnke's
Nursery will again supply the poinsettias. The Guild
will be receiving the shipment of poinsettias and
setting them up in the sanctuary on Saturday,
December 22, at 8:30 a.m. What a great time to check
out our group and consider joining the Guild. For
more information about the Guild, contact one of the
officers listed above or any Guild member.

The Appalachia Service Project
Next summer, First UMC youth and adults hope to
participate in the Appalachia Service Project (ASP).
ASP is a Christian ministry, open to all persons, that
fosters human development by addressing the
housing needs of Central Appalachia. Each year
through this ministry, about 15,000 volunteers repair
homes for 400-500 low-income families in rural areas
of Central Appalachia.

The goal of ASP is to make homes warmer, safer and
drier for families in need. Home repairs made can
take place from the ground up to the roof, and
everywhere in-between. Typical repairs include
repairing roofs, building room additions, providing
wheelchair ramps, installing or repairing plumbing,

updating unsafe wiring, securing foundations,
digging drainage ditches, constructing porches and
steps, installing insulation and siding, and
weatherizing homes. ASP even provides first-time
electricity and indoor plumbing for multiple families
each year.

The majority of volunteers are high-school-aged
youth (14 or older), who perform most of the repairs
themselves under the watchful eyes and guidance of
adult leaders. Since 1969, more than 12,500 homes
have been repaired with the assistance of more than
240,000 volunteers.

But ASP is more than just a home repair program.
Through this process of service many lives are
changed—those of the families being served, the
volunteers serving, and the staff facilitating the
process. Often the experience serves to enlighten
everyone that the differences between us are only
perceived—deep down we all want to be loved, to
belong, to own something, and to create something
worthwhile—no matter where we live, our economic
status, education, or ethnic identity. No one walks
away from the ASP experience unchanged—not
families served, volunteers, or staff.

Members of First UMC met in September to begin
planning for our participation in this mission project.
We have submitted our application and will be
notified in December as to whether we received the
dates requested. Watch for more information in
eRevelations and Revelations. If you are interested or
want more information, contact Ann Marie Miller,
Becky Boeckman, Dale Boeckman, or Pastor Chris.

First UMC: Our Purpose
As believers in Jesus Christ as the Son of God,

and the Bible as the inspired word of God, we:

1. Glorify God through worship,

2. Build strong relationships in the church
family,

3. Grow in the knowledge of the truth as
revealed through Jesus Christ,

4. Serve people as a reflection of the love of
Jesus Christ, and

5. Spread the Good News of the Gospel so that
others may come to salvation through grace.



REVELATIONS ~ November 2007 Page 8

What is Angel Tree?
(Hint: it's not a flock of angels sitting in a tree!)

As many of you know, Angel Tree is a wonderful
program sponsored by Prison Fellowship Ministries.
Through Angel Tree, children of prison inmates are
able to receive Christmas gifts from their parents,
who would otherwise have no means of sending
them. We usually receive the names of 12 children
(about 5 families) from the local area.

First UMC has participated in Angel Tree for some
years now and has helped to provide gifts and food
to these families, as well as sharing the gospel by
providing age-appropriate Bibles for the children.
While delivering gifts to these families, we have
experienced first hand the joy that some of them
receive in knowing that God loves them so much
and that he is working through others to meet their
needs. The inmates themselves are also blessed in
knowing that God loves them so much that he has
provided a way for them to demonstrate their love
by helping them provide gifts at Christmas to their
children on the outside.

So, you might ask, “How can I help?” We need
people to volunteer to buy gifts for the individual
children. On the weekend of November 25, we will
place a tree in the Narthex with paper “angels” on it.
Each “angel” will have the name and gift ideas for
one of the children. We encourage members of the
congregation to take an “angel,” buy the gift, and
bring it to church unwrapped before December 16th.
We wrap the gifts at the church and deliver them to
the family the week of December 17-21.

First UMC has also collected turkey and other
trimmings in order to create a food basket for each
family. For this, we need donations of turkeys and
food in order to create these baskets.

Keep an eye out for the “angels” and help the
children have a better and brighter holiday! If you
have any questions, call Bev Raynor at 301-725-3093.
For more information on Angel Tree, visit the Angel
Tree Web site at www.angletree.org.

Evangelism Team at First UMC
By Howard Holm

As with each of the five main purposes of First UMC,
evangelism is seen in the overall church purpose
statement—to spread the Good News of the Gospel
so that others may come to salvation through
grace—and has a more specific purpose statement
for the team:

To spread the good news of the gospel throughout our
community. We will show nonbelievers the
compassion and forgiveness of God and tell them the
promise of His Son, Jesus the Christ, with the hope
that all nonbelievers will enter into a personal
relationship with Christ and accept the gift of
salvation. We will emphasize reaching out to those in
a physical, emotional or spiritual crisis. We will
actively encourage inactive members to become more
completely involved in the work of the church.

As you can see, it's not only a big statement, it's a big
job. But you might wonder what exactly does the
evangelism team do? Like many of our purposes, the
core team coordinates many activities with many
volunteers who may not even realize that they're
operating under the “evangelism” umbrella.

One large component is traditional outreach work,
the underlying purpose of which is to spread the
Gospel by showing the love of Christ. First UMC’s
relationships with Laurel Advocacy and Referral
Services (LARS), Elizabeth House, and Laurel
Pregnancy Center (LPC) are all part of our outreach.
In addition, First UMC supports LARS by organizing
the annual Turkey Trot 5K and 1 mile Fun Walk. See
page 4 for more about this event, including where to
sign up and how you can help.

One of the most visible, hands-on parts of our
ministry to the community is the Winter Haven
shelter. See the article on page 5 for more about
Winter Haven. This is another ministry that requires
the support of many people, particularly for
overnight duty, but that is also extremely rewarding.

As you would expect, outreach also includes mission
trips and our efforts with Prison Fellowship, which
includes Waxter Children’s Correctional Center and
Angel Tree. Read more about Angel Tree on page 7
of this issue of Revelations.
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The evangelism team also has a number of activities
to make the Gospel more directly available. This
includes working closely with the multimedia and
technology teams to make sermons available on-line
and on tapes or CDs. The team works closely with
the communications team to make welcome packets
available to First UMC visitors, make information
available at the welcome table in the Narthex,
provide a personal follow-up with First UMC
visitors, and coordinate the outreach worship
services First UMC provides monthly at Mariner's,
Morningside, and Holy Cross Rehabilitation Center.

Finally, members of this team try to contact our
brothers and sisters who have been attending First

UMC, but have been recently absent. Although this
is a developing area, we hope to be able to provide a
safety net to those who are experiencing difficulty in
getting to First UMC or who are having some other
personal difficulty.

As you can see, there are many parts and many
people involved in evangelism at First UMC, many
of which are not discussed above. If you want to
help in any of these areas, please don't hesitate to
contact me for more on how to get involved. For
more information about on our many ministry
opportunities here at First UMC, pick up a copy of
Opportunities for Serving from the welcome table or
contact Dave Meixner for a copy.

Our Church Family
November Birthdays
1 Robert Borst
2 Churalene Bice

Rachel Healey
Robert Hughes
Joe Mickesh

3 Marvin Billups, Jr.
Nancy Souders

4 Carol Johnson
5 Dorothy Driver

Valerie Long
Katie Meixner

6 Katrina Alexander
Bonnie Ramsburg
Stephanie Stoltzfus

7 Kassie King
8 Deborah Kyei

Joanna Whitmore
9 Esther Okai
10 Rachel Dunlap
11 Michael Eastman
12 Tim Parham

Kevin Smith
13 Stephanie Herman
14 Grace Owens
15 David Bates

George Okai
Samuel Reynnells

17 Gregory Frost
Lucia Tyson

18 Katy Scherer
Thomas Miller
Karen Storm

19 Amber Healey
20 Susan Davis

Laura Kuckuda
Melanie McKnight
Nancy Ball
Richard Sinkovitz

21 Sharon Anderson
Warner Brown
Tyler Dempsey
Jennifer Loukota
Ken McCreedy
Melissa Miller

22 Delaney J. Miller
Robert Moe

23 Wayne Driver
Leslie Reed

24 Ryan Jackson
26 Mary Johns
28 Melissa Havens
29 Jim Healey

Ann Marie Miller
Taylor Preston

30 Diana Ericksen
Bert Rushing
Joanne Snow

November Anniversaries
10 Eva Mae & Arthur Black
11 Sue & James Spann

13 Sandy & David Self
15 Melissa and Geoff Havens
16 Judith & Scott Law
19 Tammi & Bobby Rippeon
23 Carole & Brent Knoblett
25 Nell and Roby Eastridge
26 Mary & Stephan Stankewich
28 Amanda & Brien Berard

Homebound/In Nursing Homes
Velma Cook

8820 Briarcroft Lane
Laurel, MD 20708
301-776-8069

Helen M. Dixon
Goodwill Retirement Home
891 Dorsey Hotel Road
Grantsville, MD 21536

Thelma Donaldson
Morningside House
7700 Cherry Lane, Rm 212
Laurel, MD 20707

Ruth Fettkether
8301 Ashford Blvd, #506
Laurel, MD 20707
301-725-2833

Josh Johns
Arcola Health & Rehabilitation
Center
901 Arcola Ave., Room 62A
Silver Spring, MD 20902
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Mary Johns
9254 Unit 15 Cherry Lane
Cherry View Park
Laurel, MD 20708
301-725-1382

Dorothy Jones
c/o Carol Nichols
7221 Tall Pine Way
Clarksville, MD 21029
301-604-3026

Ermine Lilly
9209 Bryant Ave.
Laurel, MD 20723
301-725-2369

Ruth Loevi
Morningside House, Room 216
7700 Cherry Lane
Laurel, MD 20707
301-498-2337

Brownie Marton
Morningside House Room 116
7700 Cherry Lane
Laurel, MD 20707
301-490-2123

Mildred Nelson
Fairfax Nursing Center
K10701 Main Street
Fairfax, VA 22030

Josephine Sadilek
14200 Waggaman Avenue
Laurel, MD 20707
301-776-2057

Sandy Self
Holy Cross Rehabilitation &
Nursing Center
3415 Greencastle Rd.
Room 114-B
Burtonsville, MD 20866
301-388-1595

Note: As of October 14, 2007. If
this listing is incorrect or if you
have other names to add, please
call the church.

Address Additions and Changes
Each month there will be names
and addresses of new families in
addition to change of addresses to
add to your Members and Friends
Directory. Please keep these with

your current directory for future
reference.

Change of Address
Kevin and Wendee Dunlap
214 W. King St
P.O. Box 38
East Berlin, PA 17316
410-340-2973
Constance Brown
1105 Wynbrook Rd.
Glen Burnie, MD 21060-7026

Herman Higgins PV2
HHD, 36th Signal Battalion
Unit 15026 Box 377
APO, AP96218-5026

Our Mailbag
Dear Church Family,

Thanks to everyone for their
thoughts, prayers and cards that
we received after the death of
Jamie’s father. They were greatly
appreciated.
Jamie, Shari, Rachael & Haley
Kornak

2007 Christmas Memorials

If you are interested in giving a Christmas Memorial Poinsettia, or in lieu thereof, a gift toward a local
mission project for our Christmas services, please fill out the order form below. Be sure to mark the

appropriate areas. We request that everyone fill out a new form each year.

Please print all information.

Presented by: ________________________________________________________________
In Loving Memory of: ________________________________________________________
In Loving Honor of: __________________________________________________________

Check your choices below:
1. ________ 4-6 bloom Christmas Poinsettias @ $8.00 $ ________

________ Will pick up after Christmas Eve Service
________ Give my plant to a hospitalized or shut-in member.

2. ________ FISH of Laurel (Elizabeth House) $ ________
3. ________ LARS (Laurel Advocacy & Referral Services) $ ________
4. ________ Good Samaritan Fund $ ________

TOTAL $ ________
Please make check payable, in advance, to the ALTAR SERVICE GUILD. Give or mail your order to
Julie Hildebrand, 15719 Haynes Rd., Laurel, MD 20707, place in the offering plate, or leave it in the
Church Office. Monetary gifts for the above projects will be forwarded via the Church Treasurer. The
deadline is Sunday, December 2 ; No orders will be accepted after the deadline.
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First United Methodist Church ~ November 2007*
Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.   Worship Service   9:30 a.m. Fellowship   9:45 a.m. Sunday School   11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
Study
7 pm: Worship Team
Mtg.
7 pm: BSA Troop 259

7:00 am: Emmaus (Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)
10:30 am: Women of
Faith

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:45 am: New
MemberÕs Class
6:30 pm: HomebuilderÕs

1 pm: Kathryn Eye
Circle (UMW)
7:00 pm: Evangelism
Team

7:00 pm: Disciple II
8:00 pm: Reality

6:15 pm: 830 Kids
Rehearsal
6:30 pm: Prayer
meeting
7:00 pm: Disciple I
7:30 pm: Chancel Choir
8:00 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
Study
11 am Ð 2 pm: Ham
Luncheon
7:00 pm: BSA 259
7:00 pm: Trustees

7:00 am: Emmaus (Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Communion Sunday

9:45 am: New
MemberÕs Class
6:30 pm: HomebuilderÕs

No WOW worship

Veteran’s Day:
Church Office Closed

7 pm: Martha Circle
7 pm: Susannah Circle
7 pm: Edith Miles Circle

7:00 pm: Disciple II
8:00 pm: Reality

6:30 pm: Prayer
meeting
7 pm: Turkey Trot Mtg
7:00 pm: Disciple I
7:30 pm: Chancel Choir
8:00 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
Study
7 pm: Admin Board
7 pm: Finance Comm
7 pm: BSA Troop 259

Revelations Deadline
for December issue

6:30 pm: UMM
planning and Potluck

Church Bazaar (setup)

7:00 am: Emmaus (Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)

9 am Ð 2 pm: Church
Bazaar

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
6:30 pm: HomebuilderÕs 7:00 pm: Disciple II

8:00 pm: Reality
6:30 pm: Prayer
meeting
7:30 pm: Thanksgiving
Eve Service
8:00 pm: Nar Anon

Thanksgiving Day –
Church Office Closed

Turkey Trot Ð 6 am until
completion

7:00 am: Emmaus
(Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)

25 26 27 28 29 30
2:00 pm: Mariner's
Service (UMYF)
3:00 pm: Morningside
Service (UMYF)
6:30 pm: HomebuilderÕs

6:30 pm: UMW
Executive Meeting
7:30 pm: UMW General
Meeting

7:00 pm: Disciple II
8:00 pm: Reality

6:30 pm: Prayer
meeting
Keystone Class to
TobyÕs (Time TBA)
7:00 pm: Disciple I
7:30 pm: Chancel Choir
8:00 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
Study
7:00 pm: BSA Troop
259

* As of 10/15/07: Check Church Office for up-to-date information. If you know of an event that should be listed here, please notify the Church Office.

Save the Date
December 2007
December 2 – First Sunday in Advent; Chrismon service
December 2-8 – Men’s Winter Haven.
December 8 – Christmas Symbols Party
December 16 – Christmas Music Program
December 25 – Christmas
December 31 – New Year’s Eve Game Night (Tentative)

January 2008
January 1 – New Year’s Day (Office closed)
January 11-13 – Rock 2008, Ocean City, MD

January 21 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Office closed)

February 2008
February 7 – Shrove Tuesday
February 8 – Ash Wednesday
February 12 – Primary Election Day
February 18 – President’s Day (Office closed)
February 24 – March 1 – Women’s Winter Haven

March 2008
March 23 – Easter Sunday
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Name
Street
City, ST 20707

Christmas in Paw Paw
By Georgianna Schallenberger

Yes, we will be making our annual trip to the Rev.
Nancy L. Ward Mission House in Paw Paw, W.V., on
Saturday, December 8, bearing new gifts for the
families in the area. Last year, the Mission House
was able to bring happiness to more than 35 families
with toys, games, personal items, new scarves and
gloves, clothing, and food. Local teens and
volunteers wrapped more than 800 gifts, while 70
children shopped at Santa’s workshop.

We will accept new toys and games, warm winter
clothing, jewelry that the children can give to their
mothers and sisters, nonperishable food, and
monetary gifts. Please do not wrap the gifts, and do
not bring anything to the church before November
26 because there is no place to store the items.

We also need volunteers to sort and pack and of
course drivers for the trip. Please call me at the
church, 301-725-3093, or at home, 301-776-9307 if you
can help in anyway or if you have questions.

Suitcases for Winter Haven
Edith Miles Circle is gathering used suitcases,
hopefully those with rollers and with tags, to
provide to the women attending Winter Haven this
year. We plan to take them to Touch of Love church
in time for the first week of Winter Haven, December
2, so the women can use them all winter. This will
help manage the volume of clothing and personal
items the women bring with them. If you have such
an item in the basement or under the bed, we would
love to have it. Contact Fran Shellenberger, at 301-
498-9144 or shellberger@comcast.net for more
information

Family Advent Worship Booklets
Pastor John has prepared a Family Advent Worship
Booklet—ritual for the lighting of an Advent Wreath
and the building of a Creche scene—to mark time
prior to Christmas and to help families prepare for
the coming of the Christ child. This family
devotional is different from the ones used during
worship and “WOW” Worship. Booklets will be
available in the narthex beginning Sunday,
November 25.
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