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Looking for a Communicator

As many of you know, for the past four years I have been working to help tell
the story of how God is working through First UMC, and I am looking for
someone who might feel led to take on that effort. This can be a great
opportunity for someone who wants to serve in a variety of tasks that can be
performed from home using a home computer with basic applications
software and an Internet connection, especially folks with a background in
communications, journalism, or English. The main requirements are that you
have basic to intermediate word processing skills, that you be eager to learn,
and that you be eager to help tell the story of how God works through First
UMC. For the remainder of 2008, I would like to identify and work with at
least two persons to form the nucleus of a new communications team.

If you are interested in such an opportunity or think you might be, contact
Pastor Chris (who is Chair of the Lay Leadership Development Committee, or
LLDC) or me, and we'll do our best to answer your questions. I plan to be
available to help the new team members, but I also want the new team to
"own the job," so I would continue to advise or not, according to the wishes of
the new team.

As for my plans at First UMC, they are somewhat up in the air. I plan to serve
as chair of the communications team until the end of the year, as promised,
but not beyond. I am hoping to attend some weekend classes on small-group
Bible study, develop and lead some short-term courses of study here, and
continue to work with Pastor Chris and the new communications team on
special projects as the team feels is appropriate. It's really hard to believe it's
been four yearsÑand nearly 50 issuesÑsince taking over in September 2004. I
have enjoyed reading what all of you have written and will continue to be a
contributor from time to time.

Your Brother in Christ,
Dave Meixner
Editor

Revelations is the newsletter of the First United Methodist Church of Laurel.

Deadline for September 2008 submissions is August 15.  If you have

announcements, articles, photographs, or suggestions for articles, contact

Dave Meixner (301-498-1728 or themeixners@comcast.net) or the church
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PastorÕs Message: Living Out the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
lot of people have been asking about the
results from the spiritual gifts survey that we

all took during our Lenten Life in the Spirit study.
Was there some kind of follow-up? When will we
hear back from someone?

Well, while the Life in the Spirit study went very
well, our overall inventory results didnÕt turn out
so well. We had everyone in a Sunday School class
complete the inventory and then fill out an
inventory results sheet that our Lay Leadership
and Stewardship teams would use to move people
into ministry. Out of over 250 inventories
distributed, we only received back 50 inventory
results sheets. I know there was some confusion
about where to turn them in and when. Some
people might have forgotten to turn theirs in. For
various reasons, others chose not to participate.

Obviously, I was disappointed that this crucial part
of our Life in the Spirit study didnÕt create the
results I had planned on. I had hoped that we could
meaningfully move a large section of our
congregation into ministry that fits the gifts God
has given them. But then again, IÕm reminded that
before this study began, I knew some things would
go very well, and others probably wouldnÕt. So,
when something doesnÕt go well, we learn from the
mistakes, discover why things happened the way
they did, and keep moving on.

So what now?

I have a couple of thoughts IÕd like to share with
you about what you and I can do now with the gifts
of the Spirit God has given us:

 Don’t wait for a committee or team to ask you to
serve. Ask God to show you how to live out
the gifts he has given you, and start doing it.
Step up and step out, and God will be with
you all the way.

 If you need help, support, or direction in living out
your gifts, talk to me. WeÕll see how you can
best serve. If itÕs something new for our

church, weÕll create a new ministry area. If thereÕs
something in your way, weÕll work to remove it.

 Your gifts can be used in a wide variety of ways,
and not just on a team or committee. For

example, one of my gifts is teaching. I find
myself using that gift in the everyday
conversations I have with people, not just in a
class setting. Or letÕs say your gift is prophecy.
DonÕt wait to join the ÒProphecy Committee.Ó
Be GodÕs voice and share his Word no matter
where you are or where youÕre serving. We
always need people who boldly and humbly
speak a word from the Lord.

WeÕll also be redistributing the inventory results
sheets in our Sunday School classes. DonÕt worry;
you wonÕt be taking yet another survey! IÕm asking
you to simply indicate what your gifts are and how
you perceive yourself living out those gifts.

As our Lay Leadership team begins to meet this
summer to nominate people into various ministry
areas, we want to do that with your gifts in mind.
Instead of just filling names to slots and warm
bodies into committees and teams, we want to
place people where they would be most apt to
serve. Any input you give us would be such a huge
help to our work.

But again, in the mean time, you and I have gifts
from God that God expects us to use. DonÕt wait for
someone to ask you. Let the Holy Spirit guide and
move you into ministry. ThatÕs a huge part of what
it means to be a disciple of Jesus.

Yours in ChristÕs Love and Service,
Pastor Chris

First UMC: Our Purpose
As believers in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and
the Bible as the inspired word of God, we:

 Glorify God through worship,

 Build strong relationships in the church family,

 Grow in the knowledge of the truth as
revealed through Jesus Christ,

 Serve people as a reflection of the love of Jesus
Christ, and

 Spread the Good News of the Gospel so that
others may come to salvation through grace.

A
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Announcements

International Sunday a Success
Whonar Tenki, Tenki, Tenki!
Thank You Very Much!
Merci Beaucoup!

Our first International Service was a great success as
a result of the collaborative team effort of all
involved in the planning and implementation. The
atmosphere, services, sermon, ethnic food, exhibits,
and artifacts representing each country added a
great dimension to this extraordinary event. We
were able to capture the visual image of the hymn,
ÒIn Christ there is no East, no West in Him no North,
no South, but one great fellowship of love
throughout the whole wide world.Ó The
congregation is encouraged to decide if we want this
event to be an annual affair. I look forward in
serving you next year! ÑJuliette Pettu-Williams

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
Here is our United Methodist Youth Fellowship
(UMYF) calendar for July and August 2008. For more
information on youth activities at First UMC, contact
Ann Marie Miller, Youth Director.

Saturday, July 5 Ð Return from mission trip

Sunday, July 6, 12:30 p.m. Ð Lunch meeting and
bowling.

Sunday, July 13, 6:00 p.m. Ð VBS orientation and
meeting.

July 20 to 24 Ð Vacation Bible School.

Sunday, July 27, 6:30 p.m. Ð Evening meeting.

Sunday, August 3, 6:30 p.m. Ð Evening meeting.

Sunday, August 10, 12:30 p.m. Ð Lunch meeting;
pack lunches for Elizabeth House.

Saturday, August 16 Ð Adventure Park; details to
follow.

Sunday, August 17 Ð No meeting (Sunday Sundae).

Sunday, August 24, 6:30 p.m. Ð Evening meeting;
back to school focus.

Sunday, August 31 Ð Usher, WOW, liturgist; no
evening meeting.

Musicians Needed!
Summer is upon us, and the members of the Choir,
the 830 Singers, the 830 Kids, and the 830 Players
will soon be taking a much-deserved break. We are
in need of volunteers to provide the Special Music
for each service during the summer months. If you
sing or play an instrument, your skills will enhance
our worship experience. Please prayerfully consider
sharing your talents with your church family this
summer. The sign-up sheet is upstairs on the cabinet
door in the choir room. If you have questions, or
wish to sign up, contact Judy Law, at 410-521-2346.

Vacation Bible SchoolÑJust Around the Corner
The Rainforest Adventure
Vacation Bible School is
just around the corner.
This yearÕs Vacation Bible
School will be July 20-24.
So join us for this exciting
week of Christ-centered

activities for children young and old. Registration
forms are available from the information table in the
narthex and on page 7 of this issue of Revelations. ItÕs
not too late to spread the word, to mark it on your
calendars, and, of course, to volunteer. For more
information or to volunteer, contact Linda Ryan, at
301-854-9826 or lindalryan@msn.com, or the
church office.

Vacation Bible School Orientation Meeting and
Child Safety Seminar, July 13
The orientation meeting for this yearÕs VBS will be
on Sunday, July 13, at 6:00 p.m., followed by a Child
Safety Seminar at 6:30 p.m. Everyone who works at
VBS must have taken a seminar once in the past
three years, so if you believe you need to renew,
perhaps you could attend. This requirement applies
to all who work with children, in VBS, ASP, Sunday
School, Nursery, and so on. If you are not sure of
your status, please check with Amy Miller. Thanks
for your help in keeping us in line with the
conference guidelines. Contact Linda Ryan for more
information.

Paw Paw Trip, August 9
The next trip to the Rev. Nancy L. Ward Mission
House in Paw Paw, WV, is scheduled for Saturday,
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August 9. We will be collecting school supplies in
addition to nonperishable food, cleaning supplies,
monetary donations, and gently worn winter
clothing. You can start to bring items to the church
July 25, after VBS. Volunteers will be needed to sort
and pack on Wednesday, August 6. Also needed are
drivers of vans and pick-up trucks to deliver the
donations. Please call me, Georgianna
Schallenberger, at home at 301-776-9307 or at the
church at 301-725-3093 if you will be able to help.
EveryoneÕs assistance is needed if we are going to
continue to help the Mission House.

Sundae Sunday, August 17
Come join the Fellowship Team for a Ice Cream
Social on Sunday, August 17, starting at 6:00 p.m.
Lots of ice cream and sundae toppings will be
provided. Do you like to make homemade ice cream
at home? Are you proud of a custom flavor? Bring
some with you to share with the church family. So
please join us for a night of cool desserts and cool
conversation. For information, contact Scott Law.

Disciple Recognition, August 24
Join us on Sunday, August 24, as we recognize those
persons who have completed Disciple Bible study
over the past year. During the worship service we
will present those persons with completion
certificates and recognition pins. Also, if you have
completed Disciple Bible study, we encourage you to
wear your recognition pin to church that Sunday.
For information, contact Dave Meixner
(themeixners@comcast.net; 301-498-1728), David
Myers (dmyers@erols.com), or the church office.

Fall Grief Support Group to Meet in Daytime
Our 6-week grief support group will be held in
daytime sessions on Mondays starting September 8
and continuing through October 13, from 10:00 a.m.
to noon at the church. This group is for those who
have lost a spouse within the past three years, who
feel they would like to know the phases of grief and
how to build a different life without their husband or
wife. We are open to anyone from our church as well
as the community. Preregistration is needed to best
help the participants. Call Lois Hamilton at 301-498-
9736 if you, or someone you know, would like to
come to the group.

New Nursery Attendant Hired
Starting the first Sunday in August, First UMC will
be offering cribbery and nursery care at the 8:30 a.m.
worship service. The Staff Parish Relations
Committee has hired a new attendant who will be
trained in both CPR and First Aid. We are required
to offer a minimum coverage of two attendants in
order to meet county childcare regulations. The
church will count on church member volunteers to
provide the second person coverage. We will
continue to offer 11:00 a.m. cribbery and nursery care
and also rely on the two-deep coverage provided by
our Nursery and Cribbery Coordinator, Lauren
Welch, as well as a volunteer.

This program depends on volunteers. You need not
have a child in the nursery or cribbery to volunteer.
The more volunteers we have, the fewer Sundays
they would need to serve. In fact, 16-18 volunteers
can cover a 2-month period (nine Sundays, two
services each Sunday), and each volunteer would
only need to work six services a year. All volunteers
will be required to go through the child safety
training that the church offers. For more information,
contact either Carol Higgins (Chair, Staff Parish)
or Lauren Welsh (Nursery Coordinator, at
301-455-2425).

Bible Boot Camp Ñ Can You Take It?
Have you ever wanted to purchase a new study
Bible, but the thought of choosing a Bible from the
hundreds of choices available causes you to vapor
lock? Or, do you want to learn more about what
tools are available for studying the Bible in greater
depth but don't quite know where to start?

Have we got a class for you! In early September, First
UMC will offer a short, 4-hour course entitled "Bible
Boot Camp." Here are some of the topics:

 How do I choose a Bible?

 What's the difference between the various
translations?

 What's a study Bible? What makes a study Bible
a study Bible?

 What tools are available for doing more in-
depth Bible study?
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 Where are some of the best places to purchase
study materials?

 How can I broaden my study options without
exhausting my bank account?

Available for your use will be a wide variety of
Bibles and study aids to give you a chance to flip
through them without feeling that you should also
purchase a latte.

The class is also designed for persons who are taking
or considering Disciple Bible Study and want to
make the time spent in study more productive. The
presenter and discussion leader will be Dave
Meixner, an experienced Disciple Bible study leader
and Second Cup Cafe facilitator. The format will be
presentation and hands-on exercises designed to
build confidence and proficiency in choosing and
using the tools.

So, can you take it? Yes, but you must sign up first.
The first offering will be Saturday, September 13,
from 9:00 a.m. until 12:15 p.m., with lunch to follow.
We have only nine seats available for this first
offering, so sign up early by adding you name to the
list on the information table or contact the church
office to be added to the list. In you need more
information or have questions, contact Dave Meixner
(301-498-1728 or themeixners@comcast.net).

Disciple Bible Study: Classes Forming

First UMC will again offer Disciple Bible study, with
orientation the week of August 24-30. Disciple study
groups are groups of about twelve persons who
meet weekly to study God's word. These studies are
for anyone interested in in-depth Bible study, from
those who have never studied the Bible before to
those who have studied the Scriptures more
extensively.

If you are interested in learning more about Disciple
Bible study but are not sure whether it is for you,
please join us in the Second Cup Cafe on August 24
during the Sunday school hour or after the 11:00 a.m.
worship service for ÒDoes Disciple Make You a Better
Disciple?Ó This session will be led by experienced
Disciple Bible study leaders who will show a short
video discussing the program, answer your
questions, and share their personal experiences
about Disciple Bible study.

If you want to join a Disciple study group, interest
forms will be available in the narthex beginning on
July 20. Just complete the interest form and drop it in
the offering, or contact the church office. The initial
signup period ends on Sunday, August 24; you may
sign up after that, but you might not get the class
you want. If you have any questions, contact Dave
Meixner (themeixners@comcast.net; 301-498-1728),
David Myers (dmyers@erols.com), or Mary
Constable (Mconstablem@comcast.net).

GodÕs ÒWOWÓ Worship News
By Pastor John

GodÕs Wonderful Ones at Worship (ÒWOWÓ)
continues to provide creative and interesting
worship experiences for the young Christians at First
United Methodist Church and provide opportunities
for our younger members to be involved in the five
ministry areas defined in our Purpose Statement.

Our May offering resulted in $5.25 being donated by
ÒWOWÓ worshipers to the Relay for Life and their
efforts on behalf of cancer research. In July ÒWOWÓ
worshipers will be asked to bring in school supplies
for the children of families coming to the Nancy
Ward House in Paw Paw, WV. In August ÒWOWÓ
will support the ministry of Reality House by
donating paper products.

There will be no ÒWOWÓ Worship on the following
dates: June 29, July 13, July 27, or August 9.

July 6: The theme is ÒWe Can Praise Jesus.Ó The
Scripture is Psalm 23 and Acts 2:42-47, and the
memory verse is Hebrews 10:24-25. For special
activities the children will visit TheoÕs Playhouse to
learn why the Faith Retriever thought he overloaded
his brain; learn how birthday parties and coming to
church are alike; and make and consume ÒBuddy
BoostersÓ to learn how early Christians supported
one another.

Home Activity: Talk with your child about the
importance of encouraging one another. Explain that
Jesus taught us to love and lift up one another. At a
time when the family is gathered, such as mealtime
or in the car, ask each member of the family to say
one nice thing about each of the other family
members.
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July 20: The theme is ÒStand Up for Jesus.Ó The
Scripture is Acts 6:8-7:60, and the memory verse is 1
Peter 3:15. For special activities the children will
participate in a creative activity to discover what
enabled ÒChristian 2Ó to stand tall for Jesus;
participate in a ÒFlash DashÓ sharing the light of
Christ; and try to melt ice cubes.

Home Activity: Talk with your child about the things
that make him or her special. Explain that because he
or she is unique, there are things only he or she can
do. God created your child for a purpose. Discuss
ways your child could stand up for Jesus.

July 27: The theme is ÒWe Can Know God.Ó The
Scripture is Acts 17:16-31, and the memory verse is
Isaiah 40:28a. For special activities the children will
make and eat Bible bread; learn why we donÕt
worship things made of rock, wood or gold; and
make ÒKingdom Keys.Ó

Home Activity: As a family read a Bible story
together each day. Explain that we can know God,
and reading the Bible is a great way to know God
better. Explain that the Bible is GodÕs letter to us.
Pray together, thanking God for the Bible and the
Word of life that it is.

August 3: The theme is ÒGod Saves Us.Ó The
Scripture is Ephesians 1:15-2:10, and the memory
verse is Ephesians 2:8. For special activities the
children will receive a special treat; use a
kaleidoscope to learn about GodÕs workmanship;
make and enjoy ÒSavior ShakesÓ; and make ÒLove
Lifesavers.Ó

Home Activity: As your family enjoys a swimming
pool, boating and other water activities, discuss
safety measures, such as always swimming with a
buddy or wearing a life jacket. Discuss why safety is
important. Also tell your child that God is the only
one with power to save us from our sins and that
God sent us Jesus to take our punishment for us
because of GodÕs great love for each one of us.

August 17: The theme is ÒEveryone Is Important to
God.Ó The Scripture is I Corinthians 12:4-27, and the
memory verse is Ephesians 2:10. For special activities
the children will make a special bubble print using a
bubble solution and tempera paint; play a ÒGood
GiftsÓ game; and participate in ÒBubble TroubleÓ to
discover the importance of every part of the body.

Home Activity: Make a favorite dessert with your
child. As you add each ingredient, explain what that
ingredient does to make the dessert so delicious.
Then discuss how each member of your family is
different and how each member makes your family
so special. Offer a prayer of thanksgiving to God for
the different gifts that blend together to make your
family healthy and happy.

August 24: The theme is ÒGod Encourages Us.Ó The
Scripture is Acts 27:1-44, and the memory verse is
Titus 2:17a, For special activities, the children will
watch a DVD segment, ÒWho Wants to Be a
Gazillionaire?Ó; watch TheoÕs Playhouse, ÒPaul
DidnÕt Need a BlankieÓ; and make and enjoy
ÒShipwreck SnacksÓ

Home Activity: Using the prayer list in the bulletin,
discuss how you might help a person in need.
Explain that Jesus taught us to help others. Share
about a time someone helped you and how grateful
you were. Then help your child remember a time
when he or she was helped. Finally carry out your
plan to help one in need.

August 31: The theme is ÒLove Puts Others First.Ó
The Scripture is 1 Corinthians 13:1-13, and the
memory verse is 1 Corinthians 13:4a. For special
activities, the children will visit TheoÕs Playhouse;
sing ÒIÕll Stand Up for You, LordÓ; use chocolate, a
symbol of love, to make ÒSweet Hearts.Ó

Home Activity: Help your child put others first by
providing opportunities to serve in your family.
Have your child get up with your early on a
Saturday morning to prepare a special breakfast for
the rest of the family. Allow your child to do as
much as possible. While you cook together, explain
that God wants us to love others and one way we
show our love is by putting them first.
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Sunday School Openings for Fall 2008
By Debbi Scheider

Well, it is that time of year again when I ask you to
consider specific Sunday School openings at the
youth level. This year, I am taking a different
approach. Through prayer, I am asking you to
consider teaching without yet knowing exactly what
openings we will have. I know that God is already
working on the hearts of those who are currently
serving and on those not yet serving. God knows
what openings we will have, and He knows who
should be filling those spots, so as I go to God in
prayer, I ask that you do so also.

We offer youth classes from 2-year olds through high
school. Can you make a one-year commitment to
work with one of our younger grades (2-year olds
through 6th grade)? Could you teach one 6-8 session
specialty class for our junior high or senior high?
Maybe a class on self-esteem, or managing finances,
or .... your idea here.

God is calling you to share your faith. Remember, it
only takes one generation for faith to be lost. If we do
not share the message of Jesus Christ with our youth,
then the world will, very willingly, share a quite
different message and there is no one to blame but
ourselves.

What do I need to be qualified?

¥ A deep love of Christ as your Savior.
¥ A willingness to share the Word of God with

future generations.
¥ An ability to accept and love each child for

the person he or she is.
¥ Be an active member of First UMC for a

minimum of 6 months.
¥ Attend one child safety seminar every 3 years

(held at First UMC; the next is being held on
July 13.)

We are also looking for a loving, experienced
individual to work with children and youth who
have disabilities. This is a ministry we would like to
expand and are seeking an individual to help us
develop this program to its God-given possibilities. I
ask you to carefully and prayerfully consider where
He would have you serve. Remember, you have a
God-given gift and it should be used, ( See page 8)

REGISTRATION FORM
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2008

CHILD #1 ________________________________________

AGE: ________ BIRTH DATE: _____________________

GRADE COMPLETED BY SUMMER: __________________

CHILD #2 ________________________________________

AGE: ________ BIRTH DATE: _____________________

GRADE COMPLETED BY SUMMER: __________________

ADDRESS: _______________________________________

________________________________________________

PHONE: _________________________________________

CHILDÕS SPECIAL NEEDS (ALLERGIES, MEDICAL, ETC):

________________________________________________

PARENT OR OTHER EMERGENCY:

CONTACT: _______________________________________

EVENING PHONE DURING VBS: _____________________

INTERESTED IN ADULT VBS CLASS? ________________

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: ________________________

FRIENDS TO KEEP TOGETHER OR OTHER NOTES:

___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________

HOME CHURCH: __________________________________

FOR FIRST UMC ATTENDEES:

INTERESTED IN HELPING WITH ACTIVITIES DURING THE

WEEK? _______________. IF SO, PLEASE CIRCLE

PREFERRED WORK AREA:

INFANT CARE                                        2-YEAR OLD CARE

SERVE SNACKS                                      DONATE SNACKS

CRAFT MAKING                                    GAMES ASSISTANT

TEACHER                                       TEACHERÕS ASSISTANT

OFFICE SUPPORT                             ANYWHERE NEEDED

CHILDRENÕS HELPERS/GUIDES: PREFERRED AGE GROUP

TO WORK WITH: ___________________________

VOLUNTEER NAME: _______________________________

DAYTIME PHONE: _________________________________

EVENING PHONE: _________________________________

E-MAIL: __________________________________________
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(From Page 7) if not in education, then maybe in
fellowship, or missions, or ministries, or worship.

I ask that the congregation, as a whole, pray for our
youth, our teachers (present and future), and our
adult education program that they would touch the
hearts of those who have not yet committed their
lives to Christ. If you would like any additional
information or are interested in finding out how you
can play a part, please contact Debbi Schneider, at
deborahjschneider@yahoo.com.

2008 Annual Conference: Lay Report
By Richard Reynnells

The 2008 Annual Conference took place on May 22-
24. The theme of this yearÕs Annual Conference was
ÒPoured Out: Serve Like Christ.Ó The focus was
translating faith into action. The conference began
with a message from Bishop Minerva Cacano of the
Desert Southwest Area.

Donna Twigg, from Paw Paw UMC, was elected in
2007 as a representative to the 2008 Northeastern
Jurisdictional Conference, which meets in July to
elect and assign bishops.

Bishop Schol provided the state of the church, in
which he discussed the need for Extreme Disciples
and their need to listen to God through their hearts.
He discussed four problemsÑspiritual emptiness,
unprincipled or corrupt leaders, extreme poverty,
and pandemic diseaseÑthat confront all people and
for which the church must take action.

Bishop Schol applauded the 272 congregations that
have achieved at least three Acts 2 fruits over the
past three years. This number is almost half way to
the 2012 goal of 600 Acts 2 churches. The Acts 2
fruits are: paying their full apportionment, adding
one new member for every 25 worshipers, and
growing worship attendance by at least 2 percent.

Rev. C. Anthony Hunt discussed the realignment of
districts. We will now be part of the Annapolis
District; the realignment will have no significant
effect on First UMC.

[The full First UMC Lay Member Report for the 2008
Baltimore Washington Conference of the United
Methodist Church is available in the office. More
information about the annual conference session is
available at www.bwcumc.org/annualconference.]
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Our Church Family

July Birthdays
1 Essie Jarrell
3 Becky Boeckman

William Garrett
4 Kayla Wontumi
5 Lyle Tiffany
6 Patrick Herman
7 Robert May

Charles Freeman
Esther Spence
Peggy Sweitzer

8 Larissa Knoblett
Judy Layton
Cherilyn Long

 9 Brad Swank
Mary Watlington

11 Marlene Carr
12 Susannah Offenbacher
14 John Castle, III
16 Sylvia Wontumi
17 Jeffrey Becraft

Chandler Robbins
18 Larry Foster

Ray Robinson
19 James Gardner, Jr.
21 Linda Rubens

Katrina Turner
22 Lauren Welsh
23 Terry Castruita

Jill Cotten
Robert Hanna
Shirley Lutz

24 Thomas E Jarrell IV
James Gourdine
Dave Meixner

25 Tiffany Lilly
26 George W. Anderson
27 William Hawkins

Jeffrey Holmes
Kaili Offenbacher

28 Ethel Starliper
29 Rev. John H. Williams
30 Allan Frost

Natalie Yelenik
31 Matthew David Jackson

Susan Williams

August Birthdays
2 Earl (Tom) Bailey

Shirley Lewis
Michael Malone

3 Daniel Smith-Thomas
Matt Lydick

4 Gilbert Crouse
Diane Grant

5 Zoe Miller
6 Lacy Roling
7 Laudis Turney, Sr.
8 Constance Brown

Jacqueline Tilford
9 Megan McCreedy

Vaylah Clinton
10 Rodney Burley

Lisa Hardesty
Ashley Wyn

12 Mary Hoffman
Kennedy Gourdine
James Ryan

14 Miranda Fister
Fran Shellenberger

15 Evan Becraft
Jesse Easton
Courtney Falk
Geoff Havens

16 Buddy Clayton
Brandy Copeland
Linda Okai

17 Andrea Sinkovitz Clayton
19 Zachary Alexander

Rebecca Jackson
20 Julie Miller

Rachael Kornak
22 Kelsey Hampton

Margaret Hardingham
Georgianna Schallenberger

23 Spencer Becraft
24 Ann Messina
25 Maggie Frost

Fred Landy
Marissa Yelenik

29 Gary Miller
Jacqueline Ricks

30 Rebecca Dempsey
K.C. Hersey
Stephen Good

July Anniversaries
1 Sherry & David Myers
15 Michelle & Courtney Falk
18 Margaret & Harry Hardingham
20 Sue & John Williams
23 Marci & Lee Costello
28 Kathy & Ken Hersey
30 LeAnn & Ken McCreedy

August Anniversaries
1 Nancy & Wayne Becraft
2 Anita & Kenneth Godfrey
4 Kathryn & Jerry Bowen

Linda & Jeffrey Oliver
6 Churalene & Stanley Bice
7 Sandra & Stephen Cawood

Amy and Brandon Miller
15 Janice & Gilbert Crouse
16 Amy & Jeffrey Welsh
18 Sally & John Eberhardt
22 Wendee & Kevin Dunlap
24 Theresa & George Anderson

Suzette & Jeffrey Becraft
Tom & Essie Jarrell

30 Gary & Melissa Miller
Debbi & Marvin Schneider

31 Marian & John Nicholson
Peggy & Gregory Sweitzer
Marlene & William Carr

Homebound/In Nursing Homes
Bertha Chirgwin

Wells Nursing Home, Inc.
201 W Madison Ave.
Johnstown, NY 12095

Velma Cook
8820 Briarcroft Lane
Laurel, MD 20708
301-776-8069

Thelma Donaldson
Morningside House, Room 212
7700 Cherry Lane
Laurel, MD 20707

Ruth Fettkether
8301 Ashford Blvd, #506
Laurel, MD 20707
301-725-2833
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Josh Johns
Arcola Health & Rehab. Center,
901 Arcola Ave., Room 62A
Silver Spring, MD 20902

Mary Johns
9254 Unit 15 Cherry Lane
Cherry View Park
Laurel, MD 20708
301-725-1382

Dorothy Jones
7221 Tall Pine Way
Clarksville, MD 21029
301-604-3026

Shirley Lewis
Arden Courts
2505 Musgrove Road
Silver Spring, MD 20904
(cannot receive fresh flowers)

Ermene Lilly
9209 Bryant Ave.
Laurel, MD 20723
301-725-2369

Ruth Loevi
Morningside House, Room 216
7700 Cherry Lane
Laurel, MD 20707
301-498-2337

Mildred Nelson
Fairfax Nursing Center
K10701 Main Street
Fairfax, VA 22030

Josephine Sadilek
14200 Waggaman Avenue
Laurel, MD 20707
301-776-2057

Sandy Self
Holy Cross Rehabilitation &
Nursing Center
3415 Greencastle Rd.
Room 114-B
Burtonsville, MD 20866
301-388-1595

Esther (Marie) Sutphin
Canterberry Court #506
3118 Gracefield Road
Silver Spring, MD 20904-7853
301-572-3910

Note: As of May 15, 2008. If this
listing is incorrect or if you have other
names to add, please call the church.

First United Methodist Church ~ July 2008
Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m. Worship Service 9:30 a.m. Fellowship 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5

<- ASP Mission Trip --

6:30 pm: Prayer
meeting
8 pm: Nar Anon

------------------------------

7 pm: BSA 259
7 pm: Technology
Team

------------------------------

Independence Day
(Church office closed)

------------------------------

7 am: Emmaus (Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)
10:30 am: Women of
Faith
 (Return)----------------->

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Communion Sunday
12:30: UMYF (lunch &
bowling)
4:30 pm: Coffee with
Pastor Chris (New
Member Info Session)

7 pm: Evangelism
Team

6:30 pm: Prayer
meeting
7 pm: Elizabeth House
Board Mtg.
7 pm: Turkey Trot
8 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
Study
7 pm: Trustees Comm
7 pm: BSA Troop 259

Women of Faith
Conference

7 am: Emmaus (Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)

Women of Faith
Conference

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
4:30 pm: Coffee with
Pastor Chris (New
Member Info Session)
6:00: VBS orientation
and Child Safety
Seminar

6:30 pm: Prayer
meeting
8 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
Study
7 pm: BSA Troop 259

7 am: Emmaus (Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)
12:30 pm: Moving On

VBS Set Up

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

<---------------- Vacation Bible School (6:30 pm to 8:30 pm nightly------ ------------------------------

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
Study

-----------(End) ---------->

7 am: Emmaus (Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)
5 pm: Southern
Maryland Emmaus

27 28 29 30 31
VBS Celebration
Sunday (No WOW)
2 pm & 3 pm: Nursing
home visits
6:30 pm: UMYF

7 pm: Ministries Team
Mtg.

6:30 pm: Prayer
meeting
8 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
Study
7 pm: BSA Troop 259

* As of 6/24/08: Check Church Office or Church Web site for up-to-date information. If you know of an event that should be listed here, please notify the Church Office.
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First United Methodist Church ~ August 2008*
Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m. Worship Service 9:30 a.m. Fellowship 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
August 31 1 2

UMYF: WOW/usher; no
evening meeting

7 am: Emmaus (Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)
10:30 am: Women of
Faith

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Communion Sunday

6:30 pm: UMYF

7 pm: Evangelism
Team Mtg

6:30 pm: Prayer
meeting
8 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
Study
7 pm: BSA Troop 259

7 am: Emmaus (Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)

Mission Trip to Paw
Paw, WV. (Time TBD)

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
12:30 pm: UMYF 7 pm: Fellowship Team

Mtg.
6:30 pm: Prayer
meeting
8 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
Study
7 pm: Trustees Comm
7 pm: BSA Troop 259

Revelations Deadline
for September issue

7 am: Emmaus (Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)

UMYF: Adventure Park
(Time TBD)

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
6:00 pm: Sundae
Sunday

6:30 pm: Prayer
meeting
8 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
Study
7 pm: Council on
Ministries
7 pm: Finance Comm.
7 pm: BSA Troop 259

7 am: Emmaus (Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)
9 am: Discipleship
Team
5 pm: Southern
Maryland Emmaus

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Disciple Recognition
Sunday (Both Worship
Services)

2 pm & 3 pm: Nursing
home visits
6:30 pm: UMYF

6:30 pm: Prayer
meeting
8 pm: Nar Anon

9:30 am: PastorÕs Bible
Study
7 pm: BSA Troop 259

7 am: Emmaus (Men)
8:30 am: Emmaus
(Women)

* As of 6/24/08: Check Church Office or Church Web site for up-to-date information. If you know of an event that should be listed here, please notify the Church Office.

Save the Date

September
September 1 Ð Labor Day (church office closed)
September 7 Ð Rally Day

October
October 13 Ð Columbus Day (church office closed)

November
November 2 Ð Daylight Savings Time Ends
November 4 Ð Election Day
November 11 Ð VeteransÕ Day
November 27 Ð Thanksgiving Day

November 30 Ð First Sunday in Advent; Chrismon
Service

December
December 24 Ð Christmas Eve
December 25 Ð Christmas Day
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Name
Street
City, ST 20707

2008 Relay for LifeÑÒBarracudasÓ Take a
Bite Out of Cancer!
The Relay for Life of Laurel took place on Saturday
and Sunday, June 14-15. The Barracudas participated
for the second year. This year, Relay for Life of
Laurel raised over $115, 000 for the American Cancer
Society for cancer research and cancer support
services. The team walked all night in crazy weather,
costumes, and long hours in an effort to bring
awareness about this disease and support those who
have had or are currently fighting it.

Nancy Becraft received a special honor for her
dedication to the Relay for Life for all of its 10 years!
The team members would like to thank!everyone
who supported their efforts. Continued fundraising
and awareness events will be scheduled throughout
the year in order to win this battle.

Congratulate the following members!of the
Barracudas for their outstanding effort: Mary
Hoffman, Linda Webster Wright, Katie Meixner,
Ann Meixner, Cherilyn Long, Zach Long, Dave
Hostetler, Debbie Smith, Sharon Kerns, Bev Raynor,

and Becky Boeckman. Other members of the church
were also participants on the planning committee,
other teams, and supporters of the events;
congratulations to Samantha and Chuck Freeman,
Nancy and Wayne Becraft, Andrea Newland, the
Ryan Family, the Frazee Family, and the whole
Becraft Family. ÑBev Raynor

Reminder: ÒInfinite GraceÓ Women of
Faith Conference, July 11-12
Just a reminderÑitÕs time for the ÒInfinite GraceÓ
Women of Faith Conference in Washington, DC, at
the Verizon Center on July 11 and 12. There is a
weekend package for $119 that includes the Friday
Pre-conference, the Friday evening conference, and
all day Saturday conference plus two box lunches.
Or if you want to just attend the Friday evening and
Saturday conference the cost is $65. For more
information or for tickets, contact Mary Hoffman at
301-725-4127.
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